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CATHAOIRLEACH:  Members, good afternoon, and happy New Year to each and every one of 

you.  Hopefully 2016 will be a happy and healthy year for everybody around this table.  And a 

happy and productive one.  We start with a number of apologies. 

SPEAKER:  We have apologies from Cllr Timmins, Cllr Bourke and Cllr Whitmore. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  And sympathies. 

SPEAKER:  There are a number of votes of sympathy, the death of Kenneth Conlon, the father 

of our colleague sorry, Carton, father of our colleague Gavin.  Julia Byrne, mother of our 

colleague Margaret Connolly.  Tommy Mason, a former employee of Wicklow County Council 

and Wesley Burrows, the playwright and writer of Glenroe fame who lived in Bray. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Anybody wanted to come in with any sympathies themselves.  Cllr 

Fitzgerald. 

Cllr FITZGERALD:  I just want to -- Cllr Murphy can't be here today, I want to give apologies 

from Councillor Miriam Murphy. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Snell?   

Cllr SNELL:  Thanks Cathaoirleach, yeah sympathies.  In connection to the late Frank Byrne 

from Glendalough, and I know you like to take sympathies from people who are associated with 

the Council, as opposed to the general public.  And I suppose Frank would have been involved 

in -- probably everyone in the Chambers would be familiar with Frank at some stage.  He was 

heavy into statisticians and tallies and particularly on count day down in the Shoreline, and just 

on behalf of myself and my colleagues, to Frank's family, his friends and more so his good 

friends in the Fianna Fail party in particular Councillor Pat Casey I know was a very, very good 

friend of Frank's and indeed Pat Kennedy there as well. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thanks thank you.  Cllr Thornhill. 

Cllr THORNHILL:  I would like to move a vote of sympathy in relation to Betty Sutton on the 

Putland Village on the Vevay Road, Bray.  Betty died at 74 years of age and I must say a person 

that has given a great amount of community service to the people in the Bray area and not alone 



 Wicklow County Council Meeting – 11 January 2016 2 

Premier Captioning & Realtime Ltd. 
www.pcr.ie 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

in Bray, but throughout Ireland.  And has also been abroad.  It would be in relation to COPD, 

people suffering from this disease where they have to get oxygen and which ever.  She has 

formed support groups and has been on television and a person that we should all aspire to, and 

give someone like that would give hope to the future, people suffering from this disease. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you.  Councillor Tommy Cullen. 

Cllr Tommy CULLEN:  Chairman, I would like to pass a vote of sympathy for the late Margaret 

Carroll of Church Terrace, Dunlavin.  Madge was a great community worker for the community 

of Dunlavin and put in many, many years of hard-working community service and the large 

attendance at her funeral in Dunlavin would give credit to the huge amount of work she did on 

behalf of Dunlavin for various groups and organisations.  She will be sadly missed. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Casey? 

Cllr CASEY:  I just want to be associated with the words about Frank Byrne.  He was a personal 

friend of mine, and has indeed, involved with me since I got involved in politics and played a 

huge role in my political life.  Equally to Madge Carroll as Cllr Cullen has outlined there would 

have been originally a native of the Glendalough area.  I want to be associated with both of them 

two votes of sympathy. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Shay Cullen. 

Cllr Shay CULLEN:  I want to propose a vote of sympathy for the late Tom Mulligan 

Roundwood area, heavily involved in the IFA, Ploughing Championships, GAA and indeed his 

son Fergal gave a presentation to this Council in the last number of months with regards to 

upgrading the Broadband.  He will be sadly missed in the area.  Thank you. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Fox. 

Cllr FOX:  Thank you Chairman, I would like to offer my sympathies to the White family on the 

death of Joe, of course he is known as the proprietor of Lawless' Hotel in Aughrim but would be 

originally from the Kilmacanogue area and my sympathy to Joe's family Sylvia and the family.  

And I would also like to be associated with Tommy Mason's -- a vote of sympathy to Tommy 

Mason's family, his wife May and daughter Catherine.  I know he worked for the Council but 

probably best known in Bray for being the bell ringer in Christchurch, and rang the bells for 60 

years.  They named the bell tower after him, so my sympathies to the Mason family as well. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  If there is no other sympathies, we will stand.   

 

(A minute's silence) 

 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Casey. 
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Cllr CASEY:  Chairman I had written in requesting a suspension of standing orders to discuss 

the Murrough, but seeing as there is an agenda item on number eight in relation to flooding, I 

would defer it to that point but I would like it to be discussed as an item on its own rather than 

being mixed in with the general flooding because I think it's an individual issue of great concern 

to the community here in Wicklow Town.   

 

And secondly, I would also like to suspend standing orders today to discuss the condition of the 

N11 this morning and the number of accidents and the tailbacks, as to the reason why that 

happened is of vital importance to find out how these things happen. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I am happy to take the first one, as it's a sub item under the flood and the 

second one about the traffic issues on the N11 this morning, are members happy to suspend for 

that.  Is that agreed?  Cllr Mitchell. 

Cllr MITCHELL:  I would like to suspend standing orders for an issue which there has to be a 

submission made by councils in relation to the community gain to Irish Water, community 

benefit, by 3rd of February and I would like the Council to make a submission, this is stated to 

be in relation to the Shannon.  But actually Wicklow has received a community benefit since - 

for about 150 years with free water for Bray and Greystones originally, I'll go into it in more 

detail, but I think it's important we discuss this.  The sums should be significant and I think we 

should make a good case why we should get a community benefit for this county from Irish 

Water for supplying Dublin with water. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Is that agreed by members?  Okay.  Cllr Fortune. 

Cllr FORTUNE:  Thanks Cathaoirleach, just going back to item 8, I would in particular when it 

comes to that item like to discuss the flooding situation in Holywell in Kilcoole which caused a 

lot of trauma for a number of families -- maybe when we get to that point if you permit me to 

outline the background to it. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Sure, okay.  Great, so that's it.  So what, will we suspend at 4.30?  Is that 

okay?  For both of those items.  It's 30 minutes.  I think it will be okay.  I think so.  If we get 

through the agenda faster today, we can move on to it earlier.  Cllr Casey, do you want to come 

in again. 

Cllr CASEY:  Just to express our congratulations to all the schools who participated in the BT 

Science Exhibition over the weekend.  I think it was the best year for Wicklow and I think we 

should extend our congratulations to Mr John O'Brien from here in Wicklow Town who won the 

excellence educator of the year award at the competition. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, Cllr O'Neill. 
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Cllr O'NEILL:  On a point of clarification, are we going to go through the motions, the motions 

of notice today?  We talked about it before the last meeting, that we set a time for 3.30 that day, 

and we still didn't get to it.  I just wonder are we going to discuss the Notices of Motion today? 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Yeah, I'll be led by the members, I mean I know it was the protocol's 

view to actually try and get on to them the last day and that didn't happen.  Should we - 

regardless of what happens, will we start those at 4 o'clock?  Would that be reasonable?  Yeah, 

okay, all right, okay.  Item number one to confirm and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting 

of the Council held on 2nd November.  Can I have a proposer please?  Cllr Snell and a seconder 

please?  Councillor Gerry O'Neill. 

 

Item number two, "To consider the filling of the casual vacancy arising from the passing of 

Councillor Pat Kavanagh ...(Quote)."  Cllr Fortune? 

Cllr FORTUNE:  Thanks Cathaoirleach, I would like to propose we defer this particular item 

until our March meeting.  Reason being - the reason being that Cllr Kavanagh's sad passing is 

only a short few weeks ago and the family are really not over that trauma yet and are going 

through continuous heartache on that.  I think in the interests of giving them time to mourn and 

to consider what they want to do, I think we should do that.  In the meantime, if they want to 

come back to us sooner, we can bring it forward but I would propose we defer it until our March 

meeting. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, are members happy enough with that?  Okay.  Item number three, 

"To consider the disposal of the freehold interest in 7 Urban Villas, the Murrough Wicklow 

...(Quote)", we just propose that.  Proposed Irene Winters and seconded by Cllr Casey.   

 

Item number four to consider the disposal of - proposed, great, okay, seconded, Cllr Fox and Cllr 

Vance.  Great. 

 

Number five, "To consider the disposal of the land contained that folio being the Singing 

Kettle."  Can I have a proposer for that.  Proposed by Pat and seconded by Mary.   

 

Number six, "To consider the disposal of hectares of land in townland adjacent to Ashtown in 

Roundwood."  Shay Cullen and seconded by Pat Casey. 

 

Number seven, "To consider the disposal of hectares including way leave in the Council land of 

Ballinalea Ashford in Wicklow", proposed by John Snell and seconded by Shay Cullen.  Are all 
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those agreed? 

Cllr FORTUNE:  What's the size of the piece of ground in item five?  

SPEAKER:  It's 0.0338 hectares. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, item number eight is the report on the flooding events in December 

2015 and January 2016 we are joined by Michael Geaney.  

MR GEANEY:  Thanks very much.  I would like to - before I start I would like to wish a happy 

New Year to one and all, I hope we have a successful one.  Now Mr Aidan Dempsey the Chief 

Fire Officer, Mark Devereaux, Aidan Dempsey will outline various issues that the Fire Service 

answered over the period.  Mark Devereaux will outline the CFRAMs and how it affects 

Wicklow and also Michael Richardson, Civil Defence officer, will give us a presentation on 

what work the Civil Defence carried out over the period of the flooding. 

 

I referred to a report that I got circulated last Friday, which I am sure the members will have at 

this stage.  I'll just go through in summary basically that report.  Now on the 4th of December, a 

red storm warning, red storm rainfall warning was issued for the whole of the country - sorry for 

the West of the country.  Now this did not affect basically, did not affect Wicklow, although the 

Council made plans at the time to open County Buildings on 5th and 6th of December, should 

the need have arisen.  Now thank God that was not the case. 

 

Now regarding the CFRAM, the closing date for the flood risk assessment and management was 

the 23rd of December.  Now Mark Devereaux will go into that in greater detail as to how the 

CFRAM affects Wicklow and what areas will need further assessment under that programme. 

 

Just to go on then on to storm Frank, and I'll outline what happened from the 29th of December 

to date.  What I haven't the report - what I have in the report is up to Friday the 8th of January. 

 

Now storm Frank gave us - from Wicklow, it gave an orange rain warning to the South of the 

country basically, and included in that was the county of Wicklow.  Now Wexford wasn't 

included, Dublin wasn't included but for some reason Wicklow was included in that orange rain 

warning that issued in or around 28th I think it was, or maybe the 27th of December.  Now 

having studied that, the Council felt that the areas of Arklow and the area of Baltinglass would 

have been at risk.  So there are plans put in place to alert staff in the relevant areas.  And the 

crisis management team met in County Buildings from the 30th of December and including over 

the weekend of the 2nd and 3rd of January, in order to monitor and to co-ordinate the Council's 
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response and the other agency's response to any possible flooding events and to anything that did 

occur. 

 

Now I'll just outline and you have it in the report in the various Municipal Districts, the various 

flooding events that occurred or the various damage that occurred.  There were weir damage at 

Ashford, landslide at the church bank in Wicklow, the Murrough there was very serious damage 

there, including an issue really where the railway line was under threat at one stage.  Brittas Bay 

access to the beach and flooding on the road between Brittas Bay and Arklow; ash down 

reservoir, pumps had to be hired to reduce the water levels and gulleys and drains in Bridge 

Street had to be sorted out.  You had issues as well in the Bray Municipal District in Enniskerry.  

There was erosion as well along the seafront in Bray, there was at that collapsed wall at the 

Dargle River adjacent to the People's Park.  And a slippage near the Silver Bridge on the N11.  

And you had garden floodings as well in Monastery Cottages in Enniskerry and Ballywaltrim 

Lane and also in Kilmacanogue. 

 

And in the Arklow Municipal District, the Veil Road had to be closed.  The 

Woodenbridge/Aughrim road had to be closed.  And in more recent times, it was on the 6th of 

January, the Rathdrum to Woodenbridge Road had to be closed and that road is still basically 

partly closed anyway because works are ongoing.  The Rathdrum to Glenealy road had to be 

closed.  Aughrim reservoir, the entrance was washed away on a couple of occasions.  On the 

30th, you had high tide in Arklow coupled with an east wind which caused flooding on the South 

Quay, South Green and other areas of Arklow, as outlined in the report. 

 

And you also had a flooding along the Dublin Road separately, and you had flooding as well 

along the South beach near where Roadstone to the lifeboat station.  Now that flooding was 

ameliorated by the works that had been carried out just before Christmas, beach nourishment 

scheme, along the South beach on - in Arklow. 

 

Then in the Baltinglass Municipal District you had road flooding in Sally Gap, Burgage, and 

flooding in Quarry Street in Shillelagh from the Derry River, and also in Baltinglass, the River 

Slaney, the level on that was rising at a quick rate, and recent works there that were carried out 

in recent years protected Baltinglass and the pump that had been installed worked and so on and 

so forth. 
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In the Greystones Municipal District, you had flooding on the Sea Road in Redford Park and on 

the 6th and 7th of January, there was also flooding in Holywell in Kilcoole.  Just to say the Fire 

Service which Aidan Dempsey will go through in a few moments, they're up to the 4th of 

January, they had 14 flood calls in total, and including four calls in which they assisted in Co 

Kildare.  And the Civil Defence, Michael Richardson will go through issues that he responded to 

himself. 

 

Just to say, just to give an idea of the activity that was being carried out by Wicklow County 

Council, the Fire Service, and the Civil Defence, as at the 31st of December:  We had 

approximately 5,000 sandbags had been either filled or distributed.  And we had created just 

about or just over 50 staff working on the flood relief works and there was also about eight 

machines that had been on hire from private contractors and so on. 

 

Now separately, works that are ongoing at present, now Declan Murnane has - is on the mobile 

at the moment, so he is going to join us as soon as he can.  Coast protection works on the 

Murrough now, Declan will go into this in greater detail.  The Council has been allocated 

funding towards the cost of coast protection works at the Murrough and this work is scheduled to 

commence at the end of this month, weather conditions permitting.  This will have to be 

designed now taking into account the works that were carried out by Iarnrod Éireann from the 

1st of January. 

 

Other works that were carried out, that are being carried out at the moment were cleaning up of 

flooded areas, repairs, roads, drains and so on.  There is a water main - now I know it's the 

responsibility of Irish Water, but Wicklow County Council staff are involved in this, because if 

this water main breaks, we will have an issue on the N11.  So the water main at Silver Bridge 

has been isolated, and in the event of a further issue on the N11 at that point, the water main - a 

burst on the water main should not contribute to further damage.  And that particular slippage on 

the N11, there are - works are being developed at the moment by Transport Infrastructure 

Ireland, which formerly was the NRA.  Repairs are being carried out at the moment as well on 

the Aughrim to Woodenbridge Road.  Works on the South Quay in Arklow are ongoing today.  

Works on Shillelagh, Quarry Street, to reduce flooding there, works will have to be carried out 

there on the Derry river and we will have to talk to the OPW and so on in order to get that work 

fast tracked. 
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And then in Greystones on the night of the 6th of January, there was flash floodings at Redford 

park, St Crispin's Delgany Wood, Newcastle village and Charlesland and also junctions 12 and 

13 on the N11.  There were also houses flooded in Kilcoole that night on - in Holywell.  A total 

of eight houses were flooded.  Updates are being prepared at the moment and whatever damage 

is there to roads and bridges and an update will also have to be prepared on what work is needed 

to reduce the slippage at the old landfill in Bray.  And works are ongoing as well on the 

Rathdrum/Woodenbridge Road. 

 

Now all during this time, regular daily updates were sent out to the members of the Council, and 

to the National Emergency Co-ordinating Committee in Agriculture House in Dublin.  Cost for 

the period, up to the 4th of January now, I don't have costs after that, submitted to the 

Department were in the order of 450,000.  And there are still costs to be identified.  And there is 

overtime and payroll costs still, are still not available. 

 

That's the information.  I would just like to hand you over now to Aidan who will give some 

further detail on exactly what work the Fire Service carried out.  And I would like to thank him 

as well for all the work they did and the Civil Defence and others over the period.  Thanks very 

much. 

MR DEMPSEY:  The table on the screen at the moment just gives an overview of the spread of 

incidents that occurred over the period.  Each time a crews called out, a fire crews called out, 

they would have dealt with more than one incident as they would have dealt with the primary 

incident and any other incidents they encountered in the area. 

 

So there was a spate of incidents on the 30th of December and a further spate on the night of the 

6th/7th of January.  And I'll give some details on some of the more major incidents. 

 

Our first flooding was back in mid December where the 21 bends became waterlogged due to 

issues around drainage and we responded in association with the local authority, and we assisted 

in helping to clear the road and to make it passable again for Local Authority traffic.  And at that 

stage, Wicklow was not suffering the brunt of the storms that had been - that the rest of the 

country were suffering in that period and up to Christmas. 

 

Around New Year's, our first call was to the area around Kilmacanogue where a house was 

suffering -- the garden of the house was suffering from flooding.  We tried pumping, we tried 
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sandbags, but the inflow of water was greater than what we could deal with.  But by the time we 

left, the water wasn't rising, there was as much coming in as going out.  And -- but we were back 

a couple of days later at night when the lady of the house discovered that she felt that water 

levels were rising from the flow.  And again we assisted as best we could and kept any damage 

to the property to a minimum. 

 

In Redford Park, we were there on two occasions over the period.  Again trying to divert water 

away from properties using sandbags and also trying to clear any drains that we thought might 

have been contributing, and where necessary pumping water around properties.  And to the best 

of my knowledge, while properties were threatened there, there was no damage to the inside of 

properties in that area. 

 

On the same night, the Charlesland, the road at Charlesland was blocked by a flash flood, which 

again we secured the area, prevented traffic driving into it, warned -- used signs to warn 

approaching traffic, and then in conjunction with the area office found where the problem was, 

and got the road open again. 

 

Similar, the flash flooding in Delgany heights on the same night, any small blockage or even 

drains that were clear would - the flash flood would wash material into the drains and that would 

cause what you can see on the screen there.  And again we would do what we could.  We would 

try to prevent on accident occurring and then the Local Authority, the area office staff would 

when they arrived would have the local knowledge to know where a blockage might be or what 

other works could be done to alleviate. 

 

On the 30th, there was flooding of the South Quays in Arklow.  Fortunately again I believe the 

level of the water didn't impinge on the inside of any properties, and with the distribution of 

sandbags through the area office, it was possible to reduce the effects of the flooding and as far 

as I know, there were no properties, internally damaged by the water at that time which has as 

much -- is caused as much by water levels in the sea and tidal factors as it is by the heavy 

rainfall. 

 

On the night of the 6th/7th, the Main Street in Rathnew flooded.  Again we responded, prevented 

motorists driving into the area until such time as the local authority staff were able to reduce the 

quantity of water present. 
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And the worst flooding then was in Holywell in Kilcoole on the morning of the 7th of January.  

There is a stream which rises in Kilpedder flows through the estate and there is a bridge and a - 

levies on either side.  The water rose above the levies, above the bridge and proceeded to flood 

what we calculated on the night to be eight properties.  And the cars that were in the properties.  

That's probably the most vivid photograph that we have of the effect of flooding inside.  And it's 

the quality of that water that is of particular concern.  We have been in touch with the residents 

since.  We are providing them with the necessary paper work for their insurance and then they're 

carrying out the works in line with the recommendations of the insurance surveyors. 

 

And as well there was flooding at Ballinteskin halting side.  It didn't impinge on any of the 

properties.  Fortunately the lowest mobile homes were still above the level of the water.  The 

water - again there is a bridge into the halting site.  Rubbish from the site got washed into the 

drain, blocked against the bridge and the following morning then when we returned the work had 

already commence today clear - commenced to clear that and to prevent a reoccurrence and to 

return water levels to the level they'd been at before.  The most serious and dangerous incident 

from a road user point of view was on the Rathdrum to Avoca road where a section of the road 

slipped down into the valley of the river.  There is a drain or a river running down from right to 

left as you look at that photograph which goes through a deep culvert.  And it would appear that 

part of that culvert collapsed, taking out the section of the road up to the road surface itself.  

Again immediate the road was closed.  The Local Authority took over in terms of increasing the 

barriers, and again by the following day, they were already - there were already contractors and 

Local Authority staff on site who were repairing major water leaks to the blue water main visible 

in the photograph.  And initiating the process of getting the road back open again, which I 

believe has not as yet taken place due to the difficulty and the depth of the erosion that is evident 

there. 

 

And then we have been numerous occasions to a single property close to Dunlavin in Co Kildare 

where Co Kildare have asked us to respond whenever there is a problem reported.  So the 

number of responses is roughly four to six as of today.  And it's just to try and keep the water 

level below the level of the floor for this elderly widowed lady who lives at Colbinstown in Co 

Kildare. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Michael?  Mark Devereux next, okay, sorry. 

MR DEVEREAUX:  Councillors thank you, and Cathaoirleach.  I don't have lovely pictures and 
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I haven't had the misfortune to be out in all that whether weather.  I wanted to explain to you all 

how the recent events, how they fit in with the CFRAM process.  I have forwarded some of the 

photographs and details of the flooding in Greystones and Kilcoole to the OPW.  They're 

currently in the process of taking all the data that they get on flooding events nationally, all over 

the country and feeding that into the studies that they've done as part of the CFRAMs.  The stage 

the CFRAM is at, they're at a public consultation stage, statutory, with the mapping.  And that is 

that they've modelled and as far as the OPW are aware, they've now got a handle on what areas 

will flood and the likelihood of flooding.  That's all being drafted and is on maps on their 

website, www.CFRAM.ie.  If you follow the links to the various areas and the various different 

CFRAMs around the country you can see the mapping.  I understand the flooding in Kilcoole is 

there or thereabouts in line with what they predicted would happen in that general area.  

 

Now there is detail to be assessed at this stage.  That is that the OPW themselves will go and 

visit the site or their consultants will visit the site in Kilcoole.  Bear in mind they're getting 

thousands of similar pieces of information from all over the country arising out of the flooding 

events in the last couple of weeks.  So I haven't - to be honest I haven't had a response from them 

yet, but I have sent on the details to them.  The first thing they'll do is any information they get 

either from ourselves, from the records that we have, from the fire services, or from our outdoor 

staff, and they'll feed that into the process and just see whether there is something new they've 

learned from that to adjust the mapping that they've got.  But it also happens that the second 

stage of the CFRAM process which is to take the information on areas that are likely to flood or 

prone to flooding, and look at solutions and look at whether there are simple and straightforward 

solutions to some of the problems.  That's -- the OPW refer to that as optioneering.  Some of the 

information they get from me or my colleagues will help them with that.  In fact there is a 

meeting this coming Friday which I have been timetabled since before Christmas to go and 

attend with the OPW staff who are working on the CFRAMs in County Wicklow or in Wicklow 

area.  And they were going to show me at that meeting where they, where the CFRAM study is 

suggesting that areas will flood, what possible solutions they might put in place.  Now bear in 

mind it's a National Study and process, so while they might show me potential solutions to some 

of the problems, all that data will assessed and collated by the OPW and fed into a national 

programme of flood risk assessment and management.  The management being the last part of 

the CFRAMs acronym.  It just happens a lot of the information that my colleagues have 

collected over the last couple of weeks and have had to deal with will be fed into the OPW and 

I'll be working with them.  If they come up with solutions, I'll bring those solutions possibly to 
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the district engineers, if they look like they're significant enough solutions. 

 

In relation to Arklow, the Arklow flood alleviation scheme is in the process.  We are finalising 

the options for that and are hoping to have progress on that in the coming months. 

 

And as I think it was -- Aidan was saying that the tidal factors are a factor there, and that's 

known at this stage.  And part of our solutions that we are looking at is solutions to flooding on 

South Green and of course River Walk and other areas that were under threat last week. 

 

So I don't have any formal presentation for you, but just to say that all the information that's been 

collated by my colleagues dealing with the issue will be fed into the OPW as part of the 

CFRAM.  It was programmed to be fed into them anyway, but there was a series of events that 

will be fed into the OPW.  Any solutions will be fed into a national programme so fingers 

crossed we will get some funding following that national programme and some of the solutions 

discussed over the next couple of weeks will form part of the solutions that we will be part of the 

implementation of.  It's thought that the OPW will want partners, hopefully they'll consider us 

for other future schemes.    

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thanks Mark.  Michael. 

MR RICHARDSON:  Good afternoon everyone.  As a result of the weather warnings that we 

were getting from email through the Council, I put the Civil Defence members on standby on 

Tuesday 29th at 11am in the morning.  The response is as a result of a text messaging alert 

system that we have, and I had 30 members available to respond.  Later that evening at about 

2100 hours, I had a call from the Chief Executive suggesting that I make contact with the area 

engineer.  There was flooding in the Sea Road area of Newcastle, to which we responded.  We 

had 18 members turned up at our training centre in Greystones, and we responded with some 

jeeps and some sandbags that we got from the area depot in Greystones and sandbagged some 

properties on the Sea Road.  During the night I was getting emails in from different sources 

within the Council, and which then - we then moved to Wentworth Place and Bridge Street area 

probably at 2.30 on the morning of the 30th.  We deployed sandbags in the area of Wentworth 

Place to a particular few properties that were showing a threat of maybe they could get breached 

by flood waters.  And also from previous experience at the Bridge House and the Bridge 

Bookshop.   

 

Later that morning of the morning of Wednesday 30th, having met here in County Buildings to 
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discuss the situation with some of my colleagues, we visited the area of South Green in Arklow 

and having discussed the flooding in South Green, with the area engineer and looked at the tide 

which was at full tide between 12 and 12.30, it was considered that we bring some of the Civil 

Defence members down and some of the pumps to try and alleviate the flooding as the water 

level in the river was subsiding because of tidal at this stage.  As the crews responded from 

Greystones and arrived on site, the water had receded and as Aidan mentioned and showed in his 

photographs, there was no threat of the water actually entering the houses because it got to a 

particular level, and the flood - sorry the tidal level in the river wasn't rising anymore, so the 

water subsided very quickly.   

 

However, the members contacted me, and the officers in charge of the units at the time back to 

Greystones and I suggested that they, rather than coming back to Greystones, that they drive 

around the area and investigate any other flooding that might be threatening buildings.  And they 

got to the area of the lifeboat station where there is a Gains petrol factory I believe.  So they 

brought in pumps to that area and pumped for about two and a half hours and alleviated the 

threat to that factory and other properties of that area. 

 

There was no activity on - sorry, moving on then to New Year's eve, we were filling sandbags.  

The crews came in, because they were all on Christmas leave, etcetera, etcetera, and had got 

used to turning out so much from the previous Tuesday that they turned in on New Year's eve 

and filled sandbags at different locations around the county; brought sandbags to our training 

centre in Greystones and had them ready to be deployed. 

 

On Friday 1st, there was no activity at all as the flooding had subsided from the Wednesday and 

Thursday. 

 

Moving on, on the weekend of the 2nd, we brought the crews in on the Saturday and there was 

flooding on the main road between the Kilcoole road, just outside Kilcoole village to which we 

sandbagged.  At that stage the Council here, County Buildings was open and the reception was 

manned from 9 o'clock in the morning and we were linking in with the switch board throughout 

the day and report came of possible flooding to cottages at Jubilee Road in Aughrim.  Crews 

deployed to there in some jeeps and again got sandbags from the local depot from one of our 

area supervisors and we in consultation with the residents, they didn't want the sandbags 

deployed, but what we did do is one resident gave us access to a garage or property, and we put 
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quite an amount of sandbags into his shed and made all the residents along that row of cottages 

aware that there was sandbags available in this gentleman's property, so they seemed satisfied in 

the area that sandbags were readily available should the need arise. 

 

On Sunday 3rd, there was a risk of Ashtown reservoir out near the Rugby club here in Wicklow 

Town, and in conjunction with one of our engineers here in the Council, we looked at the site 

there, and it was considered that some pumps would be put in place on Monday 4th. 

 

Monday 4th, we had some calls from members of the public for isolated sandbagging in the area 

of Kilmacanogue, on the Old Long Hill, and also a property in Bray in Albert Avenue.  Sorry I 

am jumping away.  That was back on 31st.  There was an old lady whose adjoining commercial 

premises, an excessive amount of rain was coming off these properties and they were closed for 

Christmas holidays, and she was very concerned that it was flooding the back of her house to 

which we responded to and sandbagged those properties. 

 

Moving on to the Wednesday the 6th, probably around midnight, we were called to assist with 

sandbagging, and at that stage 15 members turned up to our training centre in Greystones.  We 

send them out to the area of Holywell which has been spoken about by Aidan and assisted the 

Fire Service in sandbagging all the properties out of the water level.  At that stage the Fire 

Service were pumping and the water was receding.  We further got a call during the night, 

probably about 3 o'clock in the morning, to assist in pumping with Wicklow Fire Service just 

outside north of Newcastle village, a large residential property on the right had side had quite a 

lot of water in it. 

 

After that, we replenished our sandbags all day Thursday, so the guys came in probably around 

7.30 in the morning from the property in Newcastle and we were recalled back there about 9.30 

to assist Greystones Fire Service and we pumped that property until probably about 2.30 in the 

afternoon so quite a lot of pumping went on there to no effect that the water was refilling from 

surrounding farm properties. 

 

So at this stage, our members are still on stand by, probably at most I had 18 deployed and 

probably 20 more available to turn in.  And we have replenished all our stock of sandbags and 

have them in storage at our building in Mill Road in Greystones.  That's it. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay Michael, thank you very much.  So I suppose members just on your 
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behalf I would like to formally thank the staff here at the Council.  The Fire Service, Michael's 

crews there in the Civil Defence and the flood volunteers in Bray, who I think did a fantastic job 

over the period.  I remember we were up in Laragh with Civil Defence giving out the awards just 

before Christmas and we were hoping for a quiet Christmas.  That didn't altogether come our 

way.  But I think I spent most days with the Chief Executive about three times a day talking 

about what was happening, and also thanks to Aidan and his crew for taking me around a 

number of places including Holywell in Kilcoole. 

 

I mean it's just when you go into houses as I know other members were there too, and you just 

see what devastation the water causes and the flooding causes to people's lives, it's just heart 

breaking.  So I think a number of issues have been highlight and thanks to everybody for your 

presentations, just to let us know the issues that we face.  I think there is a lot of strategic issues 

that we need to deal with as a Council.  Thank heavens we had the text alert system in place.  

There is over 1,000 people who have signed up to that so it gives us an easy way to 

communicate with people in particular areas.  And it's good to know that we have made the 

submission to the Government to get funds, 450,000 to me in my head seems a little bit light but 

I know that was only up to a point, so I am sure there will be more requisitions put in for more 

money.  And on top of that obviously, yesterday we had snow in the Wicklow Gap and the likes.  

I think the weather issues are going to be things that are going to be affecting us for a long 

period of time, so I think we are going to have learn the lessons so that we can actually become 

even better at responding to these things.  Because obviously Wicklow compared to other parts 

of the country didn't suffer quite as badly, but I think we really have to have a system that's in 

place that can really deliver to the people of the county. 

 

So I'll open it up to members, Cllr Fortune.  You want to come in first. 

Cllr FORTUNE:  Thanks Cathaoirleach.  First of all can I think the two Michaels and Aidan and 

Mark for their overview and presentation and also to thank the Council for the information alerts 

that they've sent us over the last month and a half basically of what's been going on. 

 

Also on behalf of the Holywell residents, I would like to sincerely thank the Fire Service and the 

Civil Defence for their prompt action on the Thursday morning in Holywell.  I became aware of 

the problem later on in the morning and attended - before I attended it, because there is a river, 

just to give you a quick background of it, I am not convinced that the problem in Holywell was 

basically the cause of the weather, obviously the water contributed, but I think there is a reason 



 Wicklow County Council Meeting – 11 January 2016 16 

Premier Captioning & Realtime Ltd. 
www.pcr.ie 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

for it other than that.  There is a river that as Aidan said rises in Kilpedder and comes down 

through Kilcoole.  It flows through a number of housing states, Hazelwood, Riverside, 

Beechdale and down at the Holywell and then on down towards the sea. 

 

I looked at all those estates that morning, and while the river was flowing fast, there was no 

problem in any of them other than Holywell and when you come into Holywell, it's fine until it 

gets to the crescent where you have a bridge and there is a culvert.  And the problem is that the - 

as the river flowed, it wasn't able to basically go under the bridge as I could see it, so 

consequently it had to go somewhere.  During the construction in the particular housing estate, 

it's my understanding that the river, parts of it was redirected and the bridge was built new.  It's - 

I am not an engineer, but it's possible when the water then had to find a home, it found its 

original home and the end result that was eight houses got badly flooded, about three or four 

worse than others.  As you said Cathaoirleach, it wasn't a pretty sight.  There was a lot of 

annoyance, a lot of devastation.  I attended there on Thursday morning as did Cllr Brady was 

there that morning as well and I know subsequently other Councillors were there afterwards.  I 

met the residents again on the Thursday night with Minister Harris, to review the situation again.  

I was there again on the Friday morning where the contractor turned up to do a temporary job 

and I would say at this stage in case I forget to say it that the work he done is great but it is 

temporary.  An issue arose because there was one particular resident, a couple of residents were 

very distraught with what had happened.  Weren't happy with what they saw happening.  In one 

case, one of the residents had their car destroyed and she just confirmed to me before I came into 

the meeting that her car has been written off, a car worth 18,000 euro.  So there was a lot of 

annoyance and I think it got a little bit difficult.  So the guards ended up being called.  So I went 

up and spoke to all concerned and we got it resolved and the work was done, the contractor was 

there all day Friday up until lunchtime on Saturday and they seemed to scope out the river and I 

checked it again on Saturday and again yesterday and everything seemed to be okay. 

 

What I would say is that - it's my belief and if I am proved wrong that's fine, but it's my belief 

that the problem in Holywell was not got to do with storm Frank or storm whoever.  It was got to 

do with, I think, I believe, with the way the work was done in the estate.  Now I think also the 

houses where they're located on top of the river, ideally they probably need to be a metre and a 

half higher than they are.  So that needs to be looked at and investigated why they would be 

allowed to be built the way they were.  And again the CFRAM situation is good and great and 

obviously there is a lot of work being done, I just don't think that the problem in Kilcoole is in 
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that category.  So what - just to put it in context, I believe what's happened is that the way the 

work has been done in the area, when you get the bit of heavy rain in the river, the river at that 

location is not capable of flowing the way it should flow and as a result on Thursday morning, 

the water took off and we have what we have.  Now there is serious issues arising out of that I 

think as well.  One is, obviously people's insurance.  I think it is unfair to put it lightly, and 

totally wrong that people will have to deal with that in a situation where, as I said already, I said 

it twice already, I don't believe the problem should have happened at all for the reasons I have 

said. 

 

I think it's very, very important going forward and I would propose that the Council from here on 

in do not build any houses or do not permit any houses to be build on top of a river or beside a 

river or on a flood plain.  And I do think that the Holywell situation does need to be properly and 

fully investigated, because I do know that the residents and there is a very, very good residents 

committee there, have over a long time submitted loads and loads of correspondence about this 

particular issue and other issues, but - and the issue we are talking about, so what they've asked 

for and what we have asked and obviously I'll get a response, I did put it in writing, that there 

needs to be an urgent meeting held that would involve the residents, would involve the County 

Council, would involve the developer, and ourselves, because it does have to be resolved.  

Because it would appear we are going to get loads of rain with the way things are happening, 

even though we are going to come into the spring or summer, we could still get loads of rain.  So 

rather than the rain having gone maybe temporarily and we all hoping the thing is gone away, I 

think we need to now continue and act on this and get it will sorted. 

 

It's very, very important, I know I am making a point that some elements of the groupings 

mightn't agree.  What I am saying is that the situation in Holywell should not have happened.  I 

think it happened for other reasons other than the weather even though there was loads of rain.  I 

am repeating it because I think it needs to be emphasised.  There is a lot of annoyance in that 

area, and the question does have to be answered and does have to be dealt with, why you would 

build houses on top of a river.  And I would like the proposal that I put forward as a resolution to 

be adopted, because I think it's very, very important going forward.  But really as I said the 

services were great, I know the engineer was there at three or four o'clock in the morning as well 

and he is on the ball, he is excellent.  But we do need to look at how we are doing all this.  We 

do need to take into account - bear in mind that the residents in this particular estate, a lot of 

them have bought those houses at the top of the market.  The market has burst as we all know 
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and now they're faced on top of that with their houses being flooded where they can't get 

insurance.  There is a whole moral issue here as well and I want this thing addressed sooner 

rather than later.  The meeting we asked, we asked to have it today, I know that was a bit 

unreasonable, but the point I am making is that meeting needs to happen now, not in three 

months or six months' time.    

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Snell. 

Cllr SNELL:  Thanks Cathaoirleach, yeah, I would like to start off on a positive and actually 

commend everybody involved in - who were involved in the emergency response, and bearing in 

mind that it come at the most difficult time for everybody over the holiday period, the response 

was excellent.  And on my years in here in the Council, I have never seen a response as well 

co-ordinated by all the groupings.  I thought the text messages and the emails was keeping 

members of the public updated as well as public representatives.  Mark spoke in regards to 

CFRAM and the flood risk that's under process within the county.  And I think local knowledge 

is the key to all of this.  And unfortunately it seems to be the same areas keep flooding year on 

year out.  And I suppose we have a role in regards the Municipal District, like some of the items 

that I would like to discuss probably would be more appropriately discussed at a Municipal 

District level such as a couple of housing estates, one in particular Rosehill upper, and 

emergency response was put in place there, and the residents are thankful.  But again like the 

previous speaker, there is no house insurance available to the people living on that road there due 

to previous floods and previous years.  And then we had business premises, a lot of business 

premises was in touch with me over the Christmas period looking for sandbags, and again I 

would like to thank the outdoor staff of Wicklow County Council.  Not just in me own 

Municipal District of Wicklow, but throughout the whole county.  As most Councillors know 

you get phone calls, when people are desperate they ring whatever number they can get up in 

front of them and I had phone calls from various other areas as well and the response was good.  

But just like the gentleman who spoke from the Civil Defence and outlined in regards to having 

a central location in that case, it was somebody's home for sandbags, I think it's something that 

we should pursue.  Because I do know that a lot of people that I was in contact with, I was able 

to get sandbags myself for them through the Council.  Some were prepared to go and fill 

sandbags and I know they don't last long, so it's not something you can fill and they'll be there 

for next year, they do unfortunately, they don't stick the test of time, they do disintegrate, the 

bags themselves once they're filled. 

 

But I would like to point out in regards to areas where - like on the Ashford road from Ashford 
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to Rathnew to get you to the N11, we have two spots there that flooding happens, it doesn't have 

to be extreme weather conditions, we have Rose Anna which was most people would describe it 

as the bad bends there, very serious black spot down through the years.  And we now have a 

situation where cars are having to come out on to the opposite side of the road to bypass these 

two areas which are within one kilometre of each other.  And I know it's on the agenda later on, 

there was a serious accident just down from one of these areas I am describing now.  So it's 

something that I'll pursue with the area engineer and his staff. 

 

Also in Miltown North, we have a family there which consistently since the Apple Green was 

built, consistently that family home is under threat and has been flooded on two or three 

occasions and they're really at their wits end at this stage.  And as I say, through all the good 

work that the Fire Brigade, the Civil Defence, the senior management of Wicklow County 

Council, and more importantly our outdoor staff, I know they can't protect every property and 

they can't protect every roadway and for pedestrians and motorists alike.  But it is frustrating 

when it is areas that as I say year in year out, and they're the ones that I would like to see in this 

flood risk assessment through the county, they're the ones I want to see actually listed and 

named.  We need to be working on them areas now, rather than waiting until the next storm. 

 

But if I could just thank whoever made the decision to open the office lines over the course of 

the holidays here.  And whether it was the acting Chief Executive or his directors, it was an 

excellent decision, and it was something that gave a lot of reassurances to the citizens of County 

Wicklow.  So as I say a lot of my issues will be at local Municipal District and I'll talk to 

engineers, but I just want to finally thank everyone for their input and I look forward to the 

discussion on the Murrough when the engineer comes to it and I hope to have a chat on that.  

Thanks Cathaoirleach. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Brady. 

Cllr BRADY:  Thanks Cathaoirleach.  Like the other speakers, first of all I want to thank all the 

staff from all the agencies from the Council, both indoor and outdoor staff who done Trojan 

work over the last number of weeks and the Fire Service, the fire fighters who, as the Chief Fire 

Officer outlined there, carried out Trojan work.  Not just here in Wicklow, but also in our 

neighbouring county as well.  The Civil Defence, to thank Michael and all the volunteers and to 

stress that word "volunteers", these people go out and give up their time freely to help their 

fellow citizens here within the county.  So I think the work they do, you know, is so 

commendable, it's unbelievable.  I think they really are the unsung heroes here, the fact that they 
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are volunteers.  So to thank everyone that have played their part and I know the preparation in 

advance of the storm is going out cleaning gulleys and the likes, it's unbelievable.  And to hear 

the figures there in excess of 5,000 sandbags being filled in preparation and distributed.    

 

It has to be said thankfully we didn't come anywhere near some of the other counties throughout 

the State, particularly along the Shannon estuary, who unfortunately have been devastated.  So I 

am not going to say we got off lightly, certainly we didn't because that's of no consolation to the 

residents in Holywell or anywhere else within the county that did actually flood.  I think you are 

leaving the issue of the Murrough, we are going to come back to that separately. 

 

So just a couple of areas there, Cllr Fortune I think outlined in great detail the issue there in 

Holywell.  And certainly I was down there and spent a considerable period of time there talking 

to the residents and listening to their ongoing concerns with the developer, with the Council.  

Not just in the preceding months but the preceding years with the developer there, highlighting 

the serious issues.  They had a close call about 18 months ago I think it was where thankfully no 

houses were flooded at that stage.  But it certainly was a warning shot to the residents and 

everyone else concerned. I am not going to quote Michael - or Mark Devereaux when he was 

talking about the CFRAMs, but I think he used the word predicted or something like that when 

he was talking about Holywell, that it was an area that something like this was predicted.  If that 

is the case, it does raise the question as to if it was predicted, why did we have to wait until the 

event actually happened to have sandbags, etcetera, in place?  And the fact that it had - the water 

had broke its banks 18 months previous.  And the engineers both here and within the County 

Council, officers here in Wicklow and in the Municipal District are very, very aware of the 

issues there now.  I am not sure as to whether it's a planning enforcement issue or not, but as a 

lay person looking at the situation on the ground there during the flooding and its aftermath, to 

me the obvious issue is the construction of the bridge.  I am not sure as to whether that bridge 

was constructed fully in accordance with the planning permission that was given or whether 

there are planning enforcement issues there.  Either way, it is a serious, serious problem.  It acts 

as a damn.  It stops the water getting down into the sea as quickly as possible.  And the concern 

there is that there is not just one bridge, there is two bridges there.  There is one within the estate 

itself.  And there is one under, effectively under the roundabout as well.  So if the talk is about 

addressing the issues at that particular bridge, I don't think that will suffice.  The two bridges 

there need to be looked at because they're both of similar construction and both acting as a dam.  

If you clear the first blockage, it's just going to move it down less than 50 yards to the second 
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bridge.  So that needs to be looked at. 

 

I think we are not obviously going to solve all the problems here, I think there has to be ongoing 

reports on this.  Because speaking to the residents there, all residents, irrespective as to whether 

there was six inches in the first house, or one of the last houses that was flooded, there was 

maybe one or two inches in it, they were all flooded, they were all badly, badly affected.  But 

one resident in particular who has no house insurance, and can I ask the officials as to what 

mechanisms are there, is there any national grants that that individual and I am sure there is other 

individuals throughout the county in similar situations, whether it was because the insurance 

company wouldn't insure them because they were in a flood risk area or what; is there provision 

there to help out residents such as that, that flooded and unfortunately have no house insurance?  

So just on the Holywell, can we find out if this was an area that was predict today flood?  If so 

why were no precautions taken?  And when exactly - I know the CFRAM goes back to 2011, 

and this estate, you know I am not sure exactly when it was constructed, maybe 2008, 2009 I 

think it was, how it was allowed be constructed in an area like that if it was predicted to be a 

flood risk area. 

 

Just a couple of other issues there, just in relation to Bray, and Dargle view, which thankfully no 

houses did flood in that particular area, but it came very, very close, and again this is an area 

that's flooded a number of times previously and considerable damage carried out a number of 

years ago.  And residents there have been critical for a number of years, because this is a river 

that flows into the Dargle, and the residents live over - as the name suggests Dargle view, they 

look at the ongoing works in the River Dargle, the flood protection works, which are brilliant, 

but their homes haven't been protected. 

 

Now I know a lot of pressure has come on from myself, from some of the officials on to the 

OPW, and I believe that consultants have, or are in the process of being appointed to put in place 

a proper flood protection scheme there for those houses.  So maybe if we could get an update on 

that, to see exactly where it is, and look I am not sure what the ultimate solution is, but there is 

concern there that when the golf club, Dun Laoghaire golf club moved up on to Old Conna 

Avenue, that's when these problems in that area first arose.  They weren't there forever and a 

day.  It was since that golf club was constructed and the residents there have showed me white 

sand that is being washed down off the golf course and being deposited in their gardens on the 

river banks during and after floods.  So it is a cause of concern.  Again we are not going to solve 
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it all but if we could get some answers around the appointment of consultants and that. 

 

The other issue there -- 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Just there is a large amount of people waiting. 

Cllr BRADY:  Just quickly, the old municipal dump in Bray, again I raised it at the Municipal 

District meeting there last week, and I know Michael Geaney has been looking at that over the 

last number of years so again can we get a more extensive report on that because it's of huge 

environmental concern to have up to 200,000 tonnes of domestic refuse being washed into the 

Irish Sea there in that location.  It's not sustainable.  We need a long-term solution and just the 

final point just on the Dargle River flood protection scheme, I know there was a slight accident 

there late last week when one of the workmen, the digger in which he was driving went into the 

river and thankfully, thankfully that contractor, the worker there managed to get out of there 

safely.  So again it just highlights the dangers that people, ordinary workers out there working to 

protect us, they're actually putting their own lives at risk and that's a point that none of us should 

forget, whether it's contractors, fire fighters, members of the Civil Defence or our own staff here 

in the Council. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thanks John.  Cllr Mitchell. 

Cllr MITCHELL:  Thank you.  I'll just be brief.  Certainly I express my concern about the 

Holywell situation.  These houses are very new, as has been said by other Councillors.  And it 

strikes me as completely somehow something has gone wrong with the system that we have new 

houses which have been constructed, whether it's the planning approval, the design of them or 

the implementation of dealing with the river, I don't know what's wrong.  But certainly we need 

to find out so we don't - first of all to ensure that we don't allow houses to be built in a similar 

situation again and secondly we need to see how we can - more urgently, we need to see how we 

can help the people in these houses, so that this river doesn't flood again.  But it shouldn't have 

happened to houses which have gone through the full planning system, and full control system. 

 

Secondly just to say about the flooding that certainly I appreciate the work which has been done 

by the various staff and the information which came to Councillors was very thorough, and was 

a help in terms of knowing what's happening.  Thank you. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Great thank you.  Cllr Fitzgerald. 

Cllr FITZGERALD:  Just living in Arklow, I would call myself a veteran of floods... 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Could you just hit your microphone then. 

Cllr FITZGERALD:  I thought you were putting me out there.  No, just in every sense of the 



 Wicklow County Council Meeting – 11 January 2016 23 

Premier Captioning & Realtime Ltd. 
www.pcr.ie 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

word, I have been a veteran, we have seen so many floods over the years.  But I have to say that 

I have never seen as good a response as I seen over the last two weeks.  I have to interrupt this 

for a second to take a call here, I have to go on the radio, so I'll continue in a minute! 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  At least we know where our priorities are!  We will just wait for you Pat! 

Cllr BRADY:  He could have done the interview from the Chamber here and it could have been 

a first! 

Cllr Tommy CULLEN:  Sorry, Chairman, Chairman, first and foremost, I was coming down 

here today to this meeting and I have heard the Government announce that they're going to bring 

in this insurance house home insurance levy for flooding on householders.  And that it's going to 

be a heavy levy on householders.  Well if you put that on top of property tax and water charges, 

will anyone be living in any houses, can they afford to be living in houses?  That's an utter 

disgrace and I hope this Council joins with me in letting the Government know that we strongly 

oppose the introduction of a flood levy on people's home insurance.  I think it's an outrageous 

decision. 

 

I would also pay tribute to the Council staff for the work they did in trying to help people with 

the flooding and in fairness, the Council staff have always been very good.  I speak for my own 

area.  They arrived down, monitored the situation in areas and thankfully the waters were high, 

but they didn't break their banks.  But then you have to take into account that whereas we got 

about 25 millimetres of water here in Wicklow and most of Wicklow, maybe a bit heavier in 

different places, other parts of Ireland in the South and East got 90 millimetres of water.  So we 

got about a quarter of the water that fell in this district.  But I am told that if we had got another 

ten millimetres of water as much as 1,000 houses could have flooded in the north-east of 

Wicklow.  And that's a staggering figure. 

 

I note that the CFRAM report has been done, but I took to read it and particularly in the 

Greystones area, it makes astonishing reading, and you know, it would indicate that there is, that 

there is - an area of Greystones actually defies gravity and they've now put Newton's theory of 

gravity, they've set aside and appears to be according to CFRAM, these draft reports, some kind 

of a geological anomaly in the Greystones area, whereas that water appears to run up hill.  Now 

whether it's an error, I presume it is an error, but I have looked at a number of reports, and I 

think anybody who studies the CFRAM report and matches it to other reports would have to 

come to that conclusion; that water, it's a scientific break through and the report was issued by 

Minister Harris, and I have been in touch with him about this, and I am sure if this report is true, 
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Greystones will be inundated with scientists from all over the world to see how water runs up 

hill... 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Cullen, continue with the point. 

Cllr Tommy CULLEN:  Chairman, you didn't interrupt anyone else, Chairman, Chairman I am 

talking, Chairman, you may not like to hear what I am saying, but I would respect you give me 

the opportunity without interruption of saying it. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I don't have a problem but just stick to the point. 

Cllr Tommy CULLEN:  You didn't interrupt anybody else.  Now Chairman it might be a bit 

politically embarrassment for you, but that doesn't mean to say that what I am saying - now 

Chairman, unlike others, I have seen all the documents.  I have all the reports.  And I have seen 

the CFRAM report.  And it does suggest that in Greystones water runs up hill.  Now if that is an 

error, then it's a very serious error.  Because it puts people's homes and lives at risk.  In my 

lifetime Chairman, I have seen two children drown on a flood plain where Local Authority 

houses have been built.  I have seen three children rescued from the same flood plains.  Because 

children are attracted to water.  And some of these flood plains can be up to three to five metres 

high.  Some of them are as high as this roof.  And so therefore it's not something of a joke Ryan, 

when a body, consultants which are commissioned by the Council come back and suggest in a 

report something that is such extraordinary that it defies the laws of gravity.  That's exactly 

what's in the CFRAM.  I have to ask if they've made an error in this draft report, what other areas 

have they also made errors in?  I think that's a very serious situation.  I think the Council staff 

involved should go back to these people and ask them just exactly what they're talking about and 

I think Minister Harris should make a statement because if 1,000 houses are going to flood in 

Greystones if we get ten millimetres more of water, then it's not unreasonable that we look for 

this report that is supposed to identify this. 

 

Now I could go into an awful lot more detail, but I am holding that back for another day.  But I 

just think we are - this is a very serious situation. 

 

But Chairman, I believe that - and I fully support Cllr Fortune, we should not be building houses 

of any description or construction on flood plains because all that does is diverts the flooding to 

another area of the town and if you build on one acre of a flood plain, the statistics are you flood 

four acres more of other residential land.  So if you build on one acre of a flood plain, that puts at 

minimum of four acres of other residential houses under threat.  So that's the statistics. 
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Chairman, I think we should take flooding extraordinary serious, because with global warming 

and what have you, it's only starting and it's not going to go away.  But I reiterate my strong 

opposition to the Government's proposal to put in a flood levy on people's household insurance, 

and I want to condemn it utterly and I'll ask other Councillors here to join me in support of that.  

People are paying enough bills now without having this flood levy that we heard on the radio 

here on RTE today brought out by your party Chairman. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Blake. 

Cllr BLAKE:  Thanks Chairman and first of all thank the staff for the presentation here today.  

Thank the outdoors staff for the wonderful work they did as well and it probably brings home to 

us the unfortunate reduction we have had in staff over the last few years as well, the outdoor 

staff in particular.  So I think it's something we need to have a look at it terms of how stretched 

the outdoor staff were over the last number of weeks and that we actually should have a position 

where we do probably need to start recruiting outdoor staff in this Local Authority.  Yes there 

was a lot of flooding but there was also some success.  Probably the Baltinglass area was one 

area that a number of years ago was flooded to quite an extent.  The River Slaney came down the 

Main Street of Baltinglass on occasions in the past but the workload done over the last few years 

has been a great success in the area and there was certainly no serious flooding on this occasion. 

 

Equally so in 2009, we had a level of flooding in the Ballinglen area.  While there wasn't a huge 

number of houses damaged, nevertheless even one house being damaged is a serious issue, and 

work carried out there by Jack Kelly with local knowledge as well proved a success on this 

occasion. 

 

My main concern is the fact that in Shillelagh on this occasion, there was substantial flooding in 

Shillelagh.  And my main concern is the fact that in the CFRAM proposal, there is no mention of 

Shillelagh and I brought it up here at the last meeting when they gave a presentation here that 

they didn't include Shillelagh in their proposal on that occasion.  Even in Baltinglass, with the 

project team, they didn't see fit to include Shillelagh in the actual proposals to have work carried 

out there.  I welcome the fact that Michael Geaney himself has acknowledged that here today 

and that he has proposed that we do engage with the parks and wildlife and the Office of Public 

Works towards endeavouring to alleviate the problem of flooding in quarry street in the 

Shillelagh area in that regard.  There has been good work done, but obviously there is always 

more to be done and I think we need to work with the staff and work with the particular agencies 

to ensure that where there is flooding and I am just looking at my own area in that regard, in 
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Shillelagh, that we do carry out the necessary works to alleviate flooding there in the future. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Gerry Walsh. 

Cllr WALSH:  I had occasion to visit the West of Ireland during Christmas and saw first hand 

the utter devastation caused there by the flooding.  I was in Holywell on Thursday afternoon and 

again over the weekend and spoke to the occupants of the houses affected there.  Can I just say 

it's a hugely stressful event for persons there whose homes are damaged, destroyed and their 

sense of security suffers with the loss of personal possessions.  And you have psychological 

effects that can be devastating.  The stress involved here can take its toll on a person's physical 

and mental health so the with the effects extending long after the flood waters have subsided.  

They suffer anxiety with rainfall warnings that will lead to anxiety with the thoughts of return of 

the floods.  The clean-up operation can be exhausting, homes uninhabitable for many people this 

is not the first time.  Really we have no longer these are 100 year events.  They're going to be 

more common.  We have insurance issues going forward which needs to be addressed.  Victims 

in this case need practical and concrete help as well as professional and psychological and 

emotional support.  So they're not feeling forgotten and isolated and left to cope alone.  With our 

changing climate, it's a problem we all need to work together to manage.  Cathaoirleach there is 

a time to learn from our mistakes in the past, not engage in blame games and come up with 

solutions, engage with the CFRAM process and can I say only for the intervention of the 

supports on the night of 6th January, the fire services, the Civil Defence, the Local Authority, the 

local engineer was out in areas of Delgany, Redford and Charlesland, the situation would have 

been far, far worse and I just want to acknowledge that. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Casey. 

Cllr CASEY:  I'll be fairly brief.  I just want to also put on record my thanks for the presentation 

today but equally to the Fire Service, the Civil Defence and indeed our own outdoor staff.  I just 

want to maybe raise one or two issues.  This is becoming more a frequent occurrence of this 

flooding and it has been identified around the county that some of our drainage network is not up 

to taking this level of water.  And I am just wondering is there any way we can sit down and 

actually look and see can we improve the surface water network in some form, to deal with the 

types of flooding that we are having at the moment.  And I think it is disappointing in relation to 

the community of Annamoe who were promised drainage works last year, that it didn't happen 

because the money was diverted elsewhere.  That road is lethal now because the water is running 

continuously across the road on a very steep incline into a 90 degree bend that's frozen 

permanently now because the water is running on it. 
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Thankfully we are getting the roads done, but the problem is we are building the roads' height up 

all the time which is leading the driveways of houses exposed to flooding because the water is 

running off the road and down into people's houses.  But I want to pay my thanks to all the staff 

over the Christmas period for the work they've done. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Doran. 

Cllr DORAN:  I have no phone call to make, I won't be long. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  You will stick with it, will you? 

Cllr DORAN:  There is more lights flashing around here than was around our house at 

Christmas! 

 

Anyway, I want to endorses what Cllr Blake had to say about our area.  Especially the Shillelagh 

area, the river was cleaned up about ten years ago from Shillelagh to Balisland and it done the 

job.  It will have to be done again, and it wouldn't worry me what's in the river, I want it cleaned 

up.  We can't have the land and houses being flooded.  If we want to go at it tomorrow, it 

wouldn't worry me too much who was complaining about what's in the river and what's not in 

the river.  We want to look after the people before we look after everything else. 

 

The other thing that Cllr Blake mentioned as well is I think we have about three men in our area, 

and I am talking about this for the last number of years.  We haven't got anybody with the shovel 

or with anything else to let the water off the road and that's where the real problem is.  Every 

time you have a flood, the water now is running, it's not running the dykes, it's not going 

anywhere, it can't get off the road, and I think we have three or four people now in the Carnew 

area and another three or four in Tinahely.  And that's all we have.  So until we go and recruit 

and be allowed to get somebody else, somebody to work on the road, we are always going to 

have this problem.  And to get the water off the road and keep the water off the road.  It's just a 

river running along the side of the road now is what we have.  It's taken the sides out of the road, 

and it's dangerous a car coming along is in the water and then he slips into the dyke.  So what I 

want to see is some help given to the Local Area Engineer and some money given to him, not by 

promising money.  We are talking about money next year, we are talking about money in five 

years time.  We want money now for to make the roads safe.  Thank you. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Kennedy. 

Cllr KENNEDY:  Thank you Cathaoirleach, again I just want to thank the Civil Defence and the 

fire services and the outdoor staff and the engineer, especially in the Arklow Municipal Area.  

But we do have a problem in the South.  We have a lot of damage done.  In Avoca, we have 



 Wicklow County Council Meeting – 11 January 2016 28 

Premier Captioning & Realtime Ltd. 
www.pcr.ie 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

eight houses that the water came within feet of getting into those houses Cathaoirleach.  A few 

years ago, that river was cleaned out.  It only takes 100 metres T took a week's work, a track 

digger and two dumpers and it cleaned out that river.  I agree with Cllr Doran, it's not what's in 

the river.  I am more concerned about the residents than brown trout to be honest with you.  

That's just in Avoca.  It needs to be done and looked at and I agree with what Cllr Snell said 

earlier on, a lot of these issues need to be dealt with at municipal level.   

 

In Aughrim, there is people being flooded there for the last 30 odd years and it hasn't been 

addressed.  This problem has to be addressed so it does.  Between 30 and 40 tonne of gravel was 

washed out in Aughrim on four occasions over Christmas.  I am not sure whether it's a County 

Council problem or an Irish Water problem, but it needs to be resolved.  To see people in their 

70s out brushing water at 2 o'clock in the morning is scandalous so it is.  Again what Cllr Doran 

said about the sides of the road being washed away up in Clone, both sides of the road is gone.  

It's absolutely ridiculous.  I would ask the roads department could they issue us with an update in 

relation to where the road has collapsed between Rathdrum and Avoca as soon as possible.  

Thank you Cathaoirleach. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Winters. 

Cllr WINTERS:  Thanks Cathaoirleach.  Just I want to thank all of the staff that did work so 

hard over the extended bad weather period.  I know we are going to be speaking about the 

Murrough separately and just to say that I don't always agree with Cllr Cullen, but in this 

instance, I did hear Minister Howlin suggest that there was a possibility that an insurance levy 

would be made on all householders, and I actually think that that would be extremely unfair.  

Some of the places that are flooded are flooded because particular local authorities granted 

permission to houses that shouldn't have been built.  They got the development levies.  The 

developers got the profits.  And yet again I suppose the people that should have been the 

watchdogs weren't doing what they should have been doing to make sure that that didn't happen 

or tried their best and didn't succeed.  And I don't see why all of the members of the public 

should have to pick up the tab for that.  And I would be very much opposed to an insurance levy 

to cover up the mistakes and the costs of this.  I also think that it's about time we started to make 

people accountable.  And we should go back and see - look at those files where planning was 

granted on flood plains, and see who signed off on them, and let them justify it as to why they 

actually thought it was going to be a good idea to actually do this.  And like, I sat last week on 

the Murrough and we were told we couldn't do beach nourishment, not that we couldn't but it 

would be one of the things that would be an ongoing maintenance thing and I think when they 
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were granting permission on flood plains, did they not realise there would be a constant 

maintenance where they have in Athlone where they have sandbags up since 4th December.  I 

want it not just to be talked about, I actually want people to actually be made responsible for it 

and for them not to keep the positions that they have, not to keep the salaries and the pensions 

and everything that they enjoy when they have caused so much hardship to so many people and 

they've just all walked away Scott free.  Thank you. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Vance. 

Cllr VANCE:  Thank you Chairman.  Could I just endorse what everyone else said about the 

voluntary services, that they were provided by the voluntary committees all over the county in 

regard to the services they provided and our own Local Authority staff as well in regard to this.  

And like what Cllr Winters was saying there, Cllr Cullen, in regard to a levy, I find it difficult 

now to take Minister Harris seriously when he is talking about putting a levy in regard to 

insurance levy.  When the Minister in his own area here left 14 million in his Kitty in 2014 and 

didn't spend it.  There was an underspend.  And effectively the flooding issue is being dealt with 

in Bray, when there is all in South Wicklow, we have had traditionally a problem with flooding 

and I find it very difficult that there was an underspend in his department for 14 million and his 

own constituency needing that type of money and also there has been an underspend up to the 

time we had the problem for 2015 as well.  And that's really very, very hard to take. 

 

In regard to the flood plains, I have been listening to Councillors from all parties all over the 

country talking about building on flood plains, and wrong planning and everything else.  I think 

it's ironic to say the least.  What I would like - Irene Winters was saying there about checking -- 

Cllr BRADY:  You voted for… 

Cllr VANCE:  Could I just say that, Cllr Brady, Cllr Brady, if you listen to what you said, the 

river scheme which I wasn't going to bring it up, is a brilliant scheme.  You went to England to 

stop that scheme. 

Cllr BRADY:  That's a blatant lie. 

Cllr VANCE:  You know that because I was there.  So you don't talk to me about that.  Which is 

now a brilliant scheme, you brought your consultant, you brought your consultant to England to 

stop that scheme. 

Cllr BRADY:  The residents of little Bray sent their consultant over to ensure that the works that 

I secured, that I secured...  

Cllr VANCE:  You secured nothing for Bray.  You have done nothing for Bray.  All you do is 

stand about what you are going to do.  You do nothing.  You have no history of doing anything 
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in the town.  Nothing. 

Cllr BRADY:  You voted to resolve the flood plains...  

Cllr VANCE:  I just said it's very interesting when I hear Councillors talking about flood plains 

and various things like that, as well as Irene Winters was saying checking who signed off on 

these, it will be very interesting to see what Councillors supported the applications on these sites 

as well.  That would be very interesting as far as I am concerned. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Fitzgerald. 

Cllr FITZGERALD:  Sorry for the interruption there, but Mary Wilson is more important than 

John Ryan.  I might be in trouble after it, but anyway that's the way it works.  As I was saying, I 

was seen a lot of flooding in Arklow, but I have never seen such a concerted effort to alleviate 

the problems for the public, and I think on the first day we had 2,500 sandbags filled.  I seen all 

the Civil Defence what they did, the Fire Service and especially the Council workers.  And 

importantly members of the public who conveyed sandbags.  But there is - on the - when we had 

the flooding, the first place I went out to see was on the South Beach where we had done the 

protective armour.  And I can say quite clearly if that work hadn't been finished before 

Christmas, we would have had a huge problem on the golf club and other areas there.  So I just 

want to thank everyone for their efforts, the text service was invaluable.   

 

In saying that, I always find a problem in Arklow when there is flooding that streets are very 

slow to be closed off, whether it's the Gardaí, the Council or whoever.  And I think there needs 

to be a decision made who has the authority or who should do it?  Because on several days there, 

as Cllr Annesley knows as well, there were sightseers going through the waters to see what 

houses were flooded and whatever else.  I was in Wexford a few weeks ago there, and the van 

just pulled up in the road and stopped the cars going through from Wexford County Council.  So 

we need to have somewhere, to stop people driving the water into people's houses as happens in 

the lower end of the town, there needs to be a clear decision, whoever is going to stop the cars 

driving through.  The same people are going around in circles.  

 

The other issue I have is the Council put out hundreds, we have five or six areas designated for 

sandbags and as was relaid to me some people needed 6 sandbags, some took 50 and some took 

40 and at some stages there was no sandbags in the places while there was dreadful rain and a 

fear of flooding.  As regards no insurance, we have areas of Arklow who are designated as being 

in a flood area and have had no insurance for 25 years and I think, I just heard the remarks 

before, I heard them outside there about this levy on people who are paying insurance.  
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Everything that happens in this country, whether it's an insurance company closes or anything 

else, there is a levy on the people who pay the insurance.  I got my insurance quote this morning, 

there is a levy on it for something else that happened a few years ago.  Now we are talking about 

putting a levy on people who are paying insurance because other people can't get insurance 

because their houses are flooded, maybe because of wrong decisions made in the past.  And I 

think that's a bit disingenuous of anyone to go to the public who are paying, to increase their 

insurance.  I acknowledge that insurance apparently I am told is gone up 30%.  And again I 

might add, we had just to the extent of the problem in December can't be understated, but it was 

the worst rain in 130 years according - since records nearly began.  The heaviest rain in 130 

years, and a lot of it couldn't be stopped.  You just can't stop it, I just want to commend the staff 

when the road last Wednesday night, I happened to be coming back, previously the road from 

Rathdrum to Avoca, the swift action of the County Council and the other authorities when that 

road subsided and I understand there was a temporary road put in there to get people moving on 

that road, the swift action that was taken by the County Council and others, Irish Water, was 

much appreciated, the water was restored to the people in Avoca back that evening.  It's things 

like that that help in these situations.  That was a serious situation where people could have been 

injured.  I just want to appreciate the action that was taken on that morning. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you.  Cllr Behan. 

Cllr BEHAN:  Cathaoirleach, I won't delay the meeting just to agree with a lot of what has been 

said here today, but particularly the praise for the staff and for the communication system that 

was in place during this whole period and I compliment you Cathaoirleach as being somebody I 

think has promoted that whole idea of being able to communicate on a more effective basis with 

the public and I think it's - it was extremely well done. 

 

A lot of issues have been raised obviously, but I think Cllr Cullen has proposed, well I 

understood it to be an emergency motion here which I think many of us would agree, but I 

certainly would agree and I would like to second it that we condemn outright any proposal 

coming from this Government to add an additional burden on people already paying enormous 

amounts of money in insurance policies at the moment.  If there is a problem here, the State 

should provide some sort of a solution.  It should not be put back on the taxpayers of this country 

again.  And if Cllr Cullen is making that as a proposal, I would certainly like to second it. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, Declan Murnane is become...  

Cllr FORTUNE:  I want to make a quick comment, just in relation to Holywell, I very strongly 

want to say that I don't believe as I said in the few words I said that the problem in Holywell was 
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caused by flood plains or anything like that, it was caused by the development the way it was 

done, and that's very, very important.  Because we cannot be allowing the insurance industry off 

the hook and anything that's said here today is important, so I want that to be clearly on the 

record that the scenario in Holywell as far as I am concerned and as far as the residents are 

concerned is not caused by flood plains or anything like that, it was caused by the way the site 

was developed and the way houses have been put too close to a river and it should not impact 

them insurance wise.  If it does, it's absolutely immoral. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I just want to bring in the CEO to talk about a meeting that's happening 

tomorrow. 

CE:  Just before Declan Murnane comes in, because it was raised by a number of people, there is 

a meeting at 9am tomorrow morning in the civic offices in Greystones between the developers of 

the property at Holywell, some of the residents and the Greystones Area Councillors and Council 

planning staff will be in attendance at that meeting. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Great.  Declan, do you want to just give us an update on the Murrough as 

we promised to discuss this.  

MR MURNANE:  We had a meeting this afternoon with Irish Rail and our consultants and Irish 

Rail have completed their works now, they completed them last week, they did some emergency 

works over the New Year weekend to put in rock armour as the breach was getting closer to the 

railway line.  The consultants' recommendation now is that we extend the revenant on further to 

the end of the rock armour put in by Irish Rail and then do the termination, which will deal with 

the immediate problem but there will be continuing erosion further north of that, which is more 

long-term thing that will need to be looked at.  So the -- probably an extra 150 metres, we need 

to get that costed and then go back to the OPW for additional funding.  But that's the position at 

the moment. 

 

The access for walkers is restored, it was open over the weekend.  We are just tidying it up 

ourselves at the moment now, just spreading a bit of stone to clean it up and it will be fully 

opened for walkers then after that. But once we get our works completed and the area should be 

widened out again, hopefully close back to the way it was before. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay.  

MR MURNANE:  Can I fill in on Avoca, we had a meeting there as well this morning, with the 

consulting engineer and structural engineer about that so we are going to get a design, we are 

hoping to put in an embankment to stabilise the road.  But the road was -- as mentioned has been 

re-opened or should be open today to one-way traffic.  We will have traffic lights on it, so it will 
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be shuttle working and there will be a weight restriction on it because there is still the areas - the 

edge of the road is still unstable, so we have to monitor that closely.  If there is any further 

subsidence, we may have to close the road again.  For the moment we will be open to one-way 

traffic with a weight restriction on it. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay.  That's great.  Cllr Winters. 

Cllr WINTERS:  Thanks Cathaoirleach, and thanks Declan for the update.  Just in relation to the 

Murrough, and I would like to thank I suppose Irish Rail and the Council for the work that they 

did until protecting it in I suppose a crisis situation.  But the reason we are in that crisis situation 

is that when the Port Access Road was going built and the rock revenants were put in, there was 

no transport links put in.  We have all known that and seen the erosion over the last couple of 

years.  There was a report done by RPS, sat in here in the Council offices, everybody knew it 

was there and still the work wasn't done.  I don't know how much Irish Rail have spent but I 

imagine that paying staff triple rates on the 1st of January, on the 3rd of January and double rates 

on the 2nd of January along with opening up three quarries is a very expensive job and I just 

wish that people, everybody knew this was going to happen, why people didn't get together six 

months ago, or a year ago, and do what needed to be done and we would have had a better job 

and more of the Murrough protected and we just always seem to be in crisis mode and Fire 

Brigade mode, always just after the event, and it's so frustrating.  Everybody knew that this was 

what was going to happen if we didn't take action.  And it finally did.  Thank you. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Shay Cullen. 

Cllr Shay CULLEN:  Thank you, just to follow on from Cllr Winters' comments there with 

regards to the Murrough.  I suppose first of all, the Murrough is the most important amenity for 

the people of Wicklow, and Wicklow Town area.  Through our municipal meetings, we were 

aware that funding was available, or certainly 135,000 euro of funding was made available in 

October for works to be carried out in January.  Now unfortunately it's very disappointing that 

the storms have caused so much damage to the Murrough in the meantime, but I suppose my 

point of view is the question has to be asked why have we let this get to this situation?  I mean 

this is an ongoing erosion problem we have had for generations.  Indeed I spoke to a family 

recently who remember horse racing on the Murrough.  So to let it get from a stage where there 

was horse racing on the Murrough, to within two to three metres or five metres of the railway 

track, I mean it's totally unacceptable.  It's something that has been ignored over the years, and 

it's been put on the long finger and basically we have got to a crisis point at this stage.   

 

Now whilst Irish Rail did come in and do some repair work on the 1st of January, and 31st of 
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December, I would be quite disappointed with their response, because on numerous occasions 

they've been contacted by this authority to support this Council to deal with the erosion on the 

Murrough.  And on each occasion they seemed to have failed the request.  Indeed 2011, '12, '13 

and '14, further funding was asked for by the OPW and has always been declined.  And as I said 

earlier, it's only now when we have got to an absolute crisis point is something being done.  But 

while as far as I am concerned it's too little too late, and 135,000 may just about keep the water 

out for a little while, we are going to need a lot, lot more funding in the future and I would call 

on this Council to communicate with the Minister and look for further funding as soon as 

possible to continue the work right up the Murrough and save the Murrough for the people of 

Wicklow. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Cllr Casey. 

Cllr CASEY:  I think most of what needs to be said has been said already.  And maybe just to 

re-emphasise the role Irish Rail has because Irish Rail nearly became heroes over the weekend, 

but in fact the Local Authority have been dealing with Irish Rail and have requested Irish Rail to 

come in on a number of applications for funding and they quite blankly refused to do so even 

though their line was in jeopardy.  I think it is disappointing that the Local Authority has been 

accused of not being proactive on this and they have been because they applied annually to the 

OPW to do transition works on the Murrough and have been refused up to this year.  A lot of 

people here were at that public meeting in the Grand Hotel last week where there was over 200 

people at it and you can feel the anger in the room that the greatest national amenity for Wicklow 

Town is almost disappeared overnight.  I suppose the erosion has accelerated by a 34 year 

period.  The level of erosion there now was not expected to be there until 2050.  Now we can 

look at the Murrough, we can look at Brittas Bay, we can look at the landfill in Bray, we can 

look at the mining sites in Avoca, Glendalough, Glendassin, we can look at the Wicklow Way.  

These are all natural amenities that have a huge significance to this county.  And I don't think - 

while we should continue to apply to Central Government for funding, I think equally we will 

have to find a vehicle within our own mechanisms to try and bolster that funding.  And in 

fairness, we have a county - a county development scheme which I think we could put in capital 

infrastructure which could help protect these amenities.  And I think it's something that maybe 

we should look at.  And we should ask the SPC to look at.  Because we can't always be 

dependent on the Department for the funding.  And there is a lot more than coastal erosion going 

on in the county.  And I would be proposing that maybe the planning SPC could look at the 

development scheme to see can we put in capital works that will actually protect our natural 

amenities?  Because we are spending millions on playgrounds and skate parks and community 
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centres.  Why not spend a million or so on protecting the natural amenities we have. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Behan. 

Cllr BEHAN:  Cathaoirleach, I did attend that meeting and as Cllr Casey said, the feeling was 

very, very angry I think that night from local people at the disappearance of an amenity that 

they'd valued so much. 

 

Now I was just wondering, one of the frustrations I think people had on the night was that the 

Council had money for some time before spending it, and I am not quite sure exactly what the 

reason for that is and perhaps we might be able to hear from that the officials. 

 

Secondly Minister Harris made a very big statement that he would give the Council more money 

if they would only ask him for it.  And that to me was an extraordinary statement to make if it 

was true, that the Council could have got more but didn't ask.  Now he was challenged from the 

top table in fairness that Council officials had not actually agreed with that statement and in fact 

that the Council had asked for more money.  So I think this is the time now to find out for once 

and for all, did the Council look for more money than actually was allocated?  And why was the 

money not spent when it was received? 

 

The third point I would make is that many of the people who spoke expressed a desire to be 

more involved in the process that would follow after this damage, in other words they want to be 

consulted.  They want to be involved.  They were talking about going to the public meetings 

about the new Development Plan, for example.  And that's obviously one way of getting the 

voices heard.  But I also think it was such a big issue, such a huge issue for the community that 

we should make time here at a future Council meeting, the next one if at all possible, to receive a 

deputation of residents concerned about the Murrough, people from the two organisations that 

have been set up to defend the Murrough that they should come to this full Council.  This is an 

amenity for the entire county, it affects the entire county.  I would like to propose we invite them 

to do so at our next meeting.  Thanks Cathaoirleach. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Brady. 

Cllr BRADY:  I would like to second that proposal there from Cllr Behan that both groups save 

the Murrough and friends of the Murrough would be invited in here.  Like other members I was 

at that public meeting in Wicklow Town the other night and I had been speaking to both groups 

prior to that and other concerned Wicklow residents about the Murrough before the meeting. 
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But I think the meeting did show quite graphically how much the Murrough actually means to 

the people here in Wicklow Town.  We know it is there as one member in the audience said, it is 

their Phoenix Park.  It's Wicklow Town's Phoenix Park.  There is no other public amenity for the 

residents here in Wicklow Town and as another person said, if the Murrough was allowed wash 

away, it would be up to the Local Authority to replace it by opening up other parklands or 

whatever and that would cost a substantial amount of money to do so.  So it's imperative that the 

coastal protection work is carried out immediate.  There was a report carried out as we know 

back in 2007, and I think the summary of that report probably highlights why no action was 

taken to protect it.  It's because there was no economic necessity as such to protect any of the 

Murrough down there.  In other words there was no expensive infrastructure, buildings, etcetera.  

And speaking to my former Town Council colleague in Wicklow Town Council, Eamon Long 

who pushed this issue over many, many years, he said on the Council following that report when 

it was present today the Town Council, he felt there was a feeling from some that back away 

from it and let Iarnrod Éireann cough up the money, that the only infrastructure there that was 

potentially at risk was the rail line.  And so I think it is important that it is not just protected in 

the short-term, but also in the long-term and that report in 2007 spoke - I think there was five 

different recommendations there as to the long-term protections for the Murrough and ultimately 

we need to look at that.  But in the short-term, this funding that has been allocated and a couple 

of people have alluded to this and it's actually alarming, alarming that the Minister with 

responsibility was on all local media, criticising this Council for their inaction, for not 

progressing this sooner.  And it's alarming to hear that applications to the OPW, or Department 

of the Environment had been made in 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014 for funding to put in place 

coastal protection in the Murrough.  And no funding was put in place or provided.  I find that, 

and if we can get clarification or confirmation on that, I think that leaves the Minister with 

responsibility with a lot of egg on his face, that he is passing the buck here and grandstanding, 

saying everything that he can do will be done, when in fact applications had been in consistently 

over a considerable period of time only to be turned down. 

 

And the second point and Cllr Behan touched on it there, that again the Minister stated, the 

Minister stated that 100% funding had been allocated based on the application made.  Now 

friends of the Murrough dispute that.  They said they had heard or had information that 50% of 

funding was only given.  Again we need clarification on that. 

 

Just finally on the work that is going to commence at the end of the month, I think it's important 
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for the residents and users of the Murrough that the area of land that has been lost to coastal 

erosion, you know whatever work is going to be carried out, that that land is actually reclaimed.  

That we don't follow the line of rock armour that Iarnrod Eireann have put in.  We need to make 

sure that that land is reclaimed, backfilled and used as an amenity but going forward we need to 

ensure that this is short-term - as Declan said this is a short-term measure, we need to look at the 

long-term for coastal protection.  

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Is everybody okay with that, to invite them in to present to the next 

Council?  Okay, grand, that's agreed.  Cllr Snell. 

Cllr SNELL:  Thanks Cathaoirleach.  Again like other members of our Municipal District, there 

is a lack ever concern in regards to the Murrough and the general coastal erosion that's taken 

place.  But anyone that lives in the area knows that this is commonplace.  This is going on all 

over Ireland, and particularly down the Murrough for decades and decades.  And as I said at the 

public meeting the other night with the best will in the world, with all the people, and all the 

Facebook campaigns and public meetings, that goodwill alone won't protect the Murrough.  It 

will take funding.  And to actually be there and listen to people describe that Wicklow County 

Council didn't seek the funding to protect the Murrough is in my opinion a disgrace.  Particularly 

when the people who have applied year in year out were not there to protect themselves.  And I 

made that quite clear that applications have gone in from this Local Authority for many, many 

years and I listed the years.  And no funding has been forthcoming.  And it's not a political 

statement or otherwise.  It's simply the truth, irrespective of who is saying it's not.  It is the truth 

that no funding was forthcoming.  CIE were also approached in regards to assisting as someone 

has said there already and they failed to come on board with this Local Authority.  They carried 

out works there as an emergency to protect their own asset, but our assets is the jewel in the 

crown, which is the natural amenity that the Murrough is.  And we all know it's a special area of 

conservation and a special protection area, but at the end of the day, there is talk that it should be 

a special amenity area order put in on the Murrough in Wicklow Town.  I had mentioned at 

Municipal District level that it's EU funding because there was obviously a lack of funding 

forthcoming from successive governments and departments.  And 130,000, and I know the 

Municipal District put a couple of thousand into it, it's 135,000, but it is but a drop in the ocean.  

It will have no overall long-term effect on protecting the Murrough.  It will only protect 50 

metres.  And now with the works that's being carried out by Iarnrod Eireann, we have a situation 

now where perhaps it will creep up the Murrough another couple of metres because they've car 

read out some works.  But at the end of the day, this is a project that's going to cost millions.  

Not hundreds of thousands.  Millions.  And I believe that after the election, my fear is that 
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everybody that's showing an awful lot of interest in this at the moment will all forget about it 

again, because we had historians at that meeting who could go back 100 years ago where the 

same concerns were in place.  And we all have family members we can talk to who remember 

farms and the like up the Murrough.  And we know all about the race track.  But the fact is 

without money, nothing can be done.  And this Local Authority, we are asking to keep asking for 

that money, because there is indications now that there will be a pot of money there if we only 

ask.  My concern is as a Local Authority we have always been asking, we have always asked and 

the answer has always been the same:  Unfortunately there is no funding.  So the message needs 

to go out loud and clear now here today, that we have asked and will continue to keep asking but 

this is a major project and it's something that needs to be preserved for the people not just for this 

generation but the generations coming behind. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Tommy Cullen. 

Cllr Tommy CULLEN:  Chairman, a number of years ago, I think we should recall here today 

the campaign led at the Wicklow Town Council and by the late Councillor Pat Kavanagh, on the 

Murrough protection and preservation for many years.  I think she was the leading light in 

Wicklow Town in our campaigns to save the Murrough.  I think that should be remembered and 

recognised here today, the great effort that lady put into it. 

 

I recall back in the late 90s and early 2000s, over 150,000 of coastal protection rock was 

transferred from the Rathdrum quarries to Wales, shipped down to Rosslare and shipped over to 

Wales for coastal protection.  And I actually seen some of it in Wales.  And it has worked very, 

very successfully.  Where the Wicklow rock was used.  And so therefore, the quality of rock 

required on aggregate required is actually on our doorstep here in the local quarries.  So 

therefore we have the material to protect the Murrough and protect the coast along that area.  

And I do think given that the railway line is a strategic national asset, that it would be able to 

benefit from EU funding, as Cllr Snell said, and national funding as well.  Because its protection, 

apart from the walkway, it's protection a national strategic railway asset.  And I think that's 

where we should be going for to look to use the local indigenous rock that would give local 

employment in the area and successfully protect a long sweep of number of miles of the 

Murrough.  I think it's not a big, big engineering job to do.  And the resources are on our 

doorsteps as the Welsh authorities have proven and it would give a lot of employment in this 

area. Chairman I would reiterate, I think we should remember Councillor, the late Councillor Pat 

Kavanagh when we are discussing this. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Absolutely, yeah.  Let's just you put a proposal forward there, if you 
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would like to just reiterate that.    

Cllr Tommy CULLEN:  Chairman, that this Council would oppose the introduction of any levy 

on home insurances for national flood protection. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay.  Is that agreed, or do we need to take a vote on that.  Agreed, okay, 

fine. 

 

A lot of members have brought up a lot of questions, do you want to answer any of them or put a 

report together. 

CE:  I know the members want to move on at four o'clock to talk about Notices of Motion.  I 

have noted all the questions, we probably could have given answers to most of them here today, 

but we will prepare a report and submit it to the Council within the week if that's okay.  So we 

can move on.  And indeed if members, what I would say, at Municipal District level, at your 

meetings, we should target some of our expenditure towards these hot spots that have been 

identified and I would appreciate as part of our review that if each Municipal District would list 

them, and we can examine them.  That we did target them over our last period of time, in 

Greystones we dealt with them as well, so we dealt with in White Bridge, we took gravel out of 

the river, and we have done work in Baltinglass and done work in Arklow.  So I think there is an 

opportunity, if - working with Mark Devereux, we have talked about it already, about having a 

concentration of resources towards that area, and we would be looking to the Municipal District 

to fund a portion of it.  I'll prepare that report and submit it to you within the next week. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  That's fine, thank you for that.  I just want to, there is a couple of lights 

showing, just Cllr Thornhill, very quickly. 

Cllr THORNHILL:  Yeah, Cathaoirleach.  Just in relation to a proposal that Cllr Fortune just 

made just a few minutes ago, I would like to second it.  It's in relation to - that the Council nod 

build or allow houses to be built on the top of rivers or on a flood plain. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay.  Cllr Behan. 

Cllr BEHAN:  Chairman is it not possible to get a simple straightforward answer to the question:  

Did the Council ask for more money than the Minister granted or not?  Because he made a 

statement at a public meeting that he would give the Council anything they asked for but they 

didn't ask for any more than they got.  That's a yes or a no, I don't think we need a report in a 

week's time to get the answer. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Brady. 

Cllr BRADY:  I asked the question, a simple yes or no, as to whether this Council had put in 

previous applications to the OPW or the Department of the Environment.    
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CATHAOIRLEACH:  Declan. 

MR MURNANE:  With regard to the funding, last year the allocation that was made was what 

we looked for.  That was to build the transition area at the end of the existing revenant.  As far as 

I am aware there were applications made in previous years for funding for ongoing works on the 

Murrough and I think they're available through the environment section.  Somebody is getting 

details but we can pass that on afterwards what applications were made in the past.  They were in 

previous years, but last year the allocation that was applied for was given, which was to 

construct the extension to the revenant. 

Cllr BRADY:  Maybe if we get that information...  

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Sure, that's fine, that's fine.  Could I ask...  

CE:  Cathaoirleach, we have a big job of work to do, I appreciate the members want an 

immediate answer, we inherited that situation from the Town Councils.  Staff are busy at the 

moment trying to put costings together.  We are going to be competing against other areas who 

have vastly more problems than we have.  The staff I need to focus directly on what we are 

doing, not get into a political debate on things.  I would ask them for the week without chasing 

us down for individual answers. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor - Director O'Brien, do you want to just come in on the 

proposal of Cllr Fortune. 

DIRECTOR O'BRIEN:  Cllr Behan once said no-one would vote for me so I am definitely not a 

Councillor!  Is just on flood plains, I think this Council and I say both members and staff have a 

very good record on flood plains.  You have seen up and down the country where councils zoned 

vast swathes of land in flood plains.  I don't think we have been guilty of that.  I don't think you 

will find many housing schemes flooded that were on flood plains.  We don't have - you have 

seen those on your screens in lots of places and generally I think planning staff have been very, 

very active and proactive in ensuring that development isn't permitted on flood plains. 

 

The houses that have been prone to flooding in Wicklow, it could be exceptional events.  I don't 

think you can state you won't allow any development beside rivers because all of our towns grew 

up beside rivers.  There is lots of structures beside rivers.  If the rivers stay within their banks, 

then that's adequate.  We have turned down - I can think of a couple now I have turned down 

beside rivers where I thought that the banks weren't very, very high.  And I know at the time it 

was controversial for the people concerned.  But obviously there are places where the rivers are 

well within their banks and it's fine to have permissions granted there to. 
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The - I suppose the one that's on everyone's mind at the moment is Holywell and it's something 

we are going to have to look at, the cross-sectional area of the bridge that did back up was 

probably twice the cross-sectional areas of the bridges upstream of it and the river has silted and 

maybe it's going to be something we are going to have to bite the bullet on and start maintaining 

streams within urban areas.  It's something we don't do at the moment, and it maybe something 

might come out of this investigation of what happened in Holywell.  Or it could just be an 

exceptional rain event.  The former town engineer of Bray the other day was telling me and 

reminding me of an incident in Fairy Hill where houses nearly on top of the hill were very, very 

nearly flooded.  The contributing area of the rainfall would have been about 200 metres, and 

depending on the intensity of rain you can get floods happening and they might not happen 

again.  It's not something that's cut and dried and simple.  But I don't think, I mean we don't have 

any record here of building on flood plains. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Fortune, I mean do you want to alter that kind of a bit just to say the 

flood plains or...  

Cllr FORTUNE:  I have outlined my view and I have told you what I think is the case.  And I 

think when you look at the way that section in the estate is built, we don't have to be an engineer 

to see it's not right.  I made a proposal, it's been seconded.  I would like it to be put. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Could you just...  

Cllr VANCE:  Just for my information, is that not something that should be contained in a 

Development Plan?  You know rather than an ad hoc type of thing like this. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Em, it probably is a Development Plan submission. 

Cllr VANCE:  I have a problem with this because of the very nature, it's all embracing, because I 

mean, the thing about it is it's like what the directors said there, there are places that are built 

beside rivers and all that and they've never flooded and various things.  You don't want to get 

into a situation - and the same Councillors or similar Councillors around the Chamber here have 

said it earlier on that may be looking for to represent people to build houses on areas that haven't 

flooded but maybe construed as a flood plain as well.  So I think a bit of thought now has to be 

given to this.  It's not a thing that I think you should be taking now today, a knee jerk reaction to 

this.  I think it needs a bit of thought and I think the place to deal with this is in the review of the 

Development Plan. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay.  Cllr Fortune.  Very quickly.   

Cllr FORTUNE:  That last remark of Cllr Vance is one of these things he has plucked out of the 

air.  How dare he infer that I have ever done anything like that, I never have.  Can I speak.  

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I didn't take an inference from what Cllr Vance said. 
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Cllr FORTUNE:  I always find it very interesting that when we discuss something like this and 

you make a proposal and the Director is making a comment, it's generally speaking Cllr Vance 

who comes in and tries to be the expert on everything.  This is very simple.  There are people 

suffering badly at the moment because of this and I think what I have put forward is very 

sensible and it has been seconded.  I must say I am surprised at Cllr Vance trying to counteract 

what I have proposed. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I would say I do think it's probably better to take it for the Development 

Plan, I am just saying what I believe.  So I'll put an amendment to your motion to say it should 

be taken as - I agree we shouldn't build on flood plains, I would be very, very clear about that.  

So I believe that it should be taken as part of the Development Plan process, I don't know if 

somebody would second that.  You would be happy enough to have it in that.  Okay, great.  Just 

before we go in, we promised to go into - before we go into the Notice of Motions that we have 

been trying to get to for a long time, could I just take items 12 and 13, Helen do you want to just 

speak into those. 

SECRETARY:  Just to say to the Councillors you each received an envelope today, it had two 

documents in it:  The first document is in relation to the political donations under the legislation 

that's there.  It's the cream form.  That must be - you must furnish a donation statement not later 

than the 31st of January 2015.  That's the cream one. 

 

Then in relation to item number 12, you also, sorry, you also received a white document.  That's 

under part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001, it sets out the ethical framework for all those 

involved in the Local Government service.  It's white form.  It's your annual declaration form 

and it must be completed by the last day of February 2016.  Thank you. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, thank you for both of those.  Notice of Motion, item number one -- 

Cllr Tommy CULLEN:  Chairman, Councillor and members from the West area had an issue 

about the burial grounds.  

Cllr DORAN:  Item nine. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  It's up to you guys. 

Cllr Tommy CULLEN:  Can we have it as a priority for the next meeting. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  We just said we would go for the Notice of Motions, so we will have it 

high up on the agenda next week. 

Cllr RUTTLE:  Standing orders at 10.30. 

SECRETARY:  We have ten minutes to get through as many of these.  Notice of Motion in 

number one, the Sinn Fein group should I say, "That Wicklow County Council ensure that the 
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car park at Brittas Bay is opened all year round and not just during the summer months." 

 

We have received a report from the environmental section, "A full cost benefit analysis was 

carried out on the operation opening of Brittas Bay car park in recent years.  This review 

identified that resources were unavailable to open the car parks outside the summer season.  

Costs include payroll, litter maintenance, skips, etcetera.  There is little or no return on income 

outside the summer season and all costs if the car park is opened would still have to be met by 

the Local Authority.  The car park and toilets will remain closed outside the summer season, 

however pedestrian access to the beach is available at all times, Wicklow County Council will 

continue to work with any group that's organised a large event and requires the car park to be 

opened.  This can be organised by prior agreement through the environmental section.  The car 

park was recently opened for a period over Christmas 2014, and this resulted in a large amount 

of dumping and clean-up costs following Christmas.  The rubbish left within the car park 

resulted in numerous complaints.  At present an operator is contracted to maintain car parks 

during designated bathing season only, May to September, an operator staff resource of Wicklow 

Municipal District is assigned during this period for maintenance of the beach area.  This 

operation is in line with maintaining our Blue Flag status at Brittas Bay Beach.  Wicklow County 

Council has a budget in 2016 for costs of the summer season only".  And then just to update the 

members, this tender has recently gone to tender, and the closing date is the 14th of January 

2016.  And a number of other associated items have also gone to tender.  The car park in 

Glendalough, the food in the car park as I mentioned in Brittas Bay and there is also a tender for 

Rampere landfill. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Brady.  If I could ask people to be really fast on these. 

Cllr BRADY:  We tabled this motion a year ago, last January, so thankfully we are getting to it 

now.  This issue was discussed at Wicklow Tourism, at that level, also numerous members of the 

public came forward asking why is an amenity such as this with a blue flag closed for the vast 

majority of the year and I know the Municipal District had been dealing with this and I think Cllr 

Snell wants to speak on it as well.  To hear that it's closed because there is no income at that time 

of the year, I think is the wrong reason.  It's a public amenity.  It should be open.  I think 

whatever finances need to be put in place should be put in place irrespective as to whether there 

is ten or twenty cars only parking in it.  I was down there over the Christmas period and to see 

the amount of cars even in the depths of winter down there having to park on the side of the 

road.  And perfectly good car park in on the other side of a fence closed off.  I think is wrong, it's 

sending out all the wrong messages about Wicklow being open for tourism and I think this needs 
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to be looked at and I know it's being discussed extensively at district level and I know they're not 

happy with the tenders that went out last week without incorporating the changes in the tender to 

ensure that it does open throughout the 12 months of the year. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Winters. 

Cllr WINTERS:  Thanks Cathaoirleach, very disappointing to hear that when it was opened over 

Christmas that the public I suppose left so much litter and rubbish behind them.  However, I still 

believe that it - the tender document as it was advertised made it financially unviable for 

anybody to either do it outside of the summer months and what we had always asked for was 

that it would be open during the summer months and on fine weekends and that the tender 

document should have been written in such a way to allow operators to actually open it up on 

weekends throughout the Winter and Spring and Autumn months, when the weather would have 

suggested that people would be likely to use it.  And that wasn't written into the tender 

document.  And that - it basically made it impossible for anybody to tender in such a way that it 

would make it financially viable for them to open it outside of the bathing season.  And that was 

against everything that we had asked for and I am just very disappointed in the department of the 

- in the environment section here within the Council that that's the way they worded the tender 

document. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Snell. 

Cllr SNELL:  Thanks Cathaoirleach, I'll be brief as well.  It's sort of ironic that we have waited 

almost a year to get to discuss it and then my colleagues in the Municipal District, we have 

discussed it many times, we have met concerned groups as well.  On this issue.  And at the end 

of the day, basically we are wasting our breath.  We have little or no say.  And it's diminishing 

our function and our role as public representatives.  When we asked for the tender process to 

specifically include looking at the holidays, at Christmas, Halloween, Easter, not just for our 

own citizens of County Wicklow, but also for tourists and people coming into the area, and it's 

very disheartening that not only it was not included in a tender, our concerns as six public 

representatives at the time, but none of it was taken on board.  And we discussed it at our last 

Municipal District meeting that we wanted the tender to be taken back, although it had been put 

out on public display and we are now told January 14th is the closing date that it should be re-

advertised with what we wanted.  Because if we have any sort of role or function here within 

Wicklow County Council, or any say, surely our concerns should be taken on board because we 

are only a vehicle for the public to get their message across.  And we are relaying what the 

public are saying to us.  And yet it seems that some individuals have put this together, and 

disregarded everything that's been mentioned and my belief is that it won't be re-tendered and 
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basically everything that we have said is nonsense and won't be taken on board and I just think 

it's despicable and I think we are all meant to be trying to progress and make our own public 

amenities better for the public and unfortunately in this case, I think it's ridiculous.  I want to 

know who is pulling the strings here. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, Cllr Casey. 

Cllr CASEY:  Yeah, listen. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  That wasn't an answer to your question by the way!   

Cllr CASEY:  Yeah, it wasn't me.  Listen, we have been here for several years both as a local 

area and now as a Municipal District and it is disappointing.  The problems in Brittas Bay have 

been highlighted over the years.  And I think it's - it was the most disappointing thing at the last 

Municipal District was that we weren't listened to.  And it was clearly stated at Municipal 

District meeting that we should put a second tender out to include weekends and weekends only.  

And not for a full seven day service to be provided in Brittas Bay park during the off-season.  I 

gave the example of Glendalough.  15 years ago the Glendalough car park was closed during the 

winter.  There was a significant campaign put in place to get it opened at the weekend.  It's now 

open seven days a week all year round.  Within that tender process, whoever is operating the car 

park is responsible for the litter in the car park.  It is not the responsibility of the Council staff.  

It's part of the tender process.  The maintenance of the toilets in the Glendalough car park are 

equally part of the tender process.  So the tender could have been crafted in a way to deal with 

the litter problem.  We are looking at tourism as one of the key drivers of this economy.  Closing 

Brittas Bay car park for almost eight months of the year is not opening up for tourism. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Shay Cullen. 

Cllr Shay CULLEN:  I just want to concur with my municipal colleagues.  This item has been on 

their agenda for the last five or six meetings, municipal meetings, and we extended an invitation 

at our last meet to go the environment section to come to our next municipal meeting to 

obviously discuss this closure of Brittas Bay car park, because it seems from different 

correspondence that either the environment section aren't listening to us, or they don't understand 

what we want, but we are willing to meet with them through the Municipal District to obviously 

outline our concerns, which we have done in the past and obviously to try and get the tender re-

advertised to include summer months and winter weekends where possible.  And I don't believe 

that's too much to ask.  Thank you. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, could I ask Helena to come in on this.  

HELENA:  Just to inform the members that the advertisement that went out has split it between 

summer and winter.  The advertisement itself includes an information pack and tender 
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submission documentation that must be submitted.  That tender documentation pack splits it out 

between operation for the summer period every day and for the winter period weekends and 

bank holidays so all previous issues that have been raised by members in relation to winter 

opening is included in the tender process. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, great, thank you very much for that. Notice of Motion number two 

in the name of Cllr Matthews, "Wicklow County Council initiate a formal public consultation 

process on the introduction of 30K speed limit in all residential areas ...(Quote)" 

SECRETARY:  "New guidelines for setting and managing speed limits in Ireland were issued by 

the Department of Transport in March 2015.  These guidelines recommend the introduction of a 

special speed limit of 30 kilometres per hour in housing estates.  The roads and transportation 

directorate now intend to recommend a special speed limit of 30 kilometres per hour in all 

housing estates that are in charge as part of an overall review of speed limits in the county which 

is currently underway.  Public consultation will take place as part of the process to amend the 

bye-laws.  With regard to the Road Traffic Amendment Bill 2015, it should be noted that the 

guidelines referred to above recommend a special speed limit of 30 kilometres per hour." 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Matthews. 

Cllr MATTHEWS:  Chairman are you finishing this Notice of Motions at 4.30 because I think - 

is it 4.30 you are finishing. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  That was planned.  Why? 

Cllr MATTHEWS:  I think there will be a bit more discussion on this. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  You are the only one showing at the moment. 

Cllr MATTHEWS:  Oh, I am showing, yeah.  Listen, thanks for the report, and look there is a 

200 page guideline document from the department there at the moment on setting road speeds.  

It's not a simple issue.  This motion was put down purely in the interests of road safety.  I know 

we are looking at residential housing estates but I think we need to expand this into residential 

areas as well.  There is a lot of parts of the towns are residential but are not necessarily 

qualifying as housing estates, and they're very residential roads and would have vulnerable road 

users such as school children and elderly people and pedestrians and cyclists, so I am just 

wondering could we - the members of each district are probably best placed to decide what roads 

in their areas maybe should qualify for 30K speed limits.  I am wondering could we have the 

Municipal Districts look at proposing roads that they would put up for public consultation for a 

30K speed limit and then we could return that back to the roads SPC and get a report back from 

the roads department on whether those roads would qualify. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  You want this to be taken at Municipal District level. 
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Cllr MATTHEWS:  There is no point in me sitting here and saying a road in Baltinglass should 

be 30K, I don't know the area well.  I know Bray well.  I am wondering could we take it back to 

Municipal District and put together a list of roads in our areas, residential roads in our areas that 

we think would benefit from 30K and return it back to the SPC. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  You want to bring that to the Municipal...  

Cllr MATTHEWS:  The decision will have to be made at Wicklow, but I think it's better for 

local councillors to make local decisions is that okay.  So we put it on the agendas at Municipal 

Districts. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  That's really up to the chairs, but I take it you are going to ask them, are 

you?  

Cllr MATTHEWS:  I am asking now could the chairs of the Municipal Districts please put that 

on their agendas?  

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Sean do you want to come in on that?  

DIRECTOR QUIRKE:  Chairman, the - at the moment there are the pilot areas that are being in 

each Municipal District that were recommended by each Municipal District committee.  They're 

being put in place at the moment and then as an overall review of speed limits within the county 

to happen during this year.  So that will afford the opportunity for each Municipal District to 

feed into that.  I think rather than anybody jumping the gun and getting on and looking at it now, 

we will do it as part of the overall review during the current year. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, great, item number three in the name of Cllr Ruttle.  "Wicklow 

County Council calls on the Minister to amend the control of dogs legislation with particular 

reference to the term effective control.  This needs to be strengthened to mean the dog being on a 

lead in public open space.  This would curb attacks on sheep and in some cases humans."  

SECRETARY:  "This matter has been brought up previously and at the last session I attended it 

was discussed in detail and the Department indicated they have no plans at present to amend the 

control of dogs legislation at that time.  Enforcement of change like this would also be an issue, 

for example if it was enforced on public lands, who would enforce it on private lands or the 

uplands?  About a year ago we met with the Uplands Council and the IFA and discussed the 

matter of loose dogs in rural areas and particularly sheep kills.  Private landowners must take 

appropriate measures to control loose dogs.  The dog wardens raised their profiles at public 

carparks and reminded dog owners of their responsibilities ... as soon as the individuals 

commenced their walks, dogs were normally allowed off leads.  Dog wardens cannot insist an 

individual puts a dog on a lead." (Quoted). 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay Cllr Ruttle. 
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Cllr RUTTLE:  It's disappointing but just to put it in context, this motion emerged from meetings 

at SPC level and they wanted to put it at Cllr Mitchell's SPC with regards to dogs worrying 

sheep and in some cases killing sheep.  Those involved in the farming community are acutely 

aware of what can happen and the savagery of these events where flocks are attacked and those 

that are killed are killed and those that survive will probably never breed again and are maimed.  

We are near large urbanised populations where people come out into the lower uplands where 

greenland ends and mountain land begins.  People tend to come, unleash the dog on the hill or 

those regions and this term effective control could mean that a guy said he can control him with 

his voice but when they get together in packs or start running around, that won't happen.  My 

motion would request that that would mean when dogs would be in areas like that, they would be 

on a lead essentially and be controlled.  The idea that you can't police something as an excuse for 

not doing something is defective.  It's a great source of concern to people, it affects people's 

livelihood when dogs attack and in this county there have been a lot of such attacks.  We would 

be under particular pressure because of large proximity of urban areas where dogs would be -- 

the numbers of dogs in this country quite frankly, I know chipping is coming in in July, but the 

number of dogs in this county and country is absolutely huge.  And when they get on the move, 

the most innocent dog can become a total killer with a pack of other dogs, and leave that 

situation.   

 

I think efforts was made there, I couldn't hear fully, but on private land you are meant to control 

dogs yourselves.?  That essentially means that a farmer, if he sees somebody walking on his 

land, he is meant to A initially request try and get a lead and catch him.  At this point and time 

he has run 30 and 40 sheep around the field or into the ditch.  I know on the other side if you 

find sheep worrying, you are entitled to get your gun and shoot the dog.  But that doesn't always 

work in a context where families could be out.  I think that's a bit glib.  I think the responsibility 

should lie with the owners of dogs to control them effectively in an area where they're affecting 

other people.  At the end of my submission there, my motion, I also said that even humans have 

been attacked.  I know a farmer in my own area at Manor Kilbride who met a man who had gone 

walking in the forestry who had been attacked and was bleeding very badly by dogs on the loose 

from people who had gone up an hour earlier.  That kind of general also large dog, vicious dogs 

running around.  I certainly would look for the support of the rest of the Council that this term 

effective control would mean that dogs in those circumstances are essentially on a lead to protect 

- thank you. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Doran. 
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Cllr DORAN:  I just want to fully support Cllr Ruttle in that.  We have that problem every year.  

And it's coming up to the time of year now again, we have the lambing season coming on and 

people are working hard to look after their sheep, and you put them out in the field and then you 

have this.  And as Cllr Ruttle mentioned there, private land, like why should we have to control 

dogs that are neither licensed nor on leads or anything else, and look after them on private land.  

I know the way that we look after them anyway, there would be no more problems. 

Cllr RUTTLE:  Two barrels! 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you Cllr Doran.  Cllr Cullen. 

Cllr DORAN:  I don't think that's the answer and we shouldn't have to do that.  It's a very lame 

excuse. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  We are finished now. 

Cllr DORAN:  Coming on to private land is a different thing.  Shoot the man as well. 

Cllr Shay CULLEN:  I would like to agree with Cllr Ruttle, but I suppose it's try and educate the 

public is the biggest issue here and as Cllr Doran said, we are coming into a time of the year with 

lambing over the next few months and I am just wondering would it be wise to try and get some 

publication into our monthly magazine to - for next month, with regards to the lambing season 

and control of dogs, and basically just keep the public informed of their responsibilities. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay thank you.  Cllr Snell. 

Cllr SNELL:  Thanks Cathaoirleach.  Unfortunately, I want to supported this but I think the 

wording of it's wrong.  We just had a long discussion in regards to the Murrough in Wicklow 

Town and it's a public open space, and but the wording on this would mean that all dogs up there 

would have to be on leads, which is a bit contradictory to what dog owners would want and what 

they're effectively using at the moment.  I think it all boils down to responsible dog owners.  

Irrespective, this is more to do with the uplands, and like if you have irresponsible dog owners in 

the uplands, by and large what's happening to the sheep is there is no dog owners present when 

the sheep are attacked.  So all the signs and motions and everything else in the world will have 

no effect, because the dogs can't read the signs.  It's the dog owners we need to affect.  And 

unfortunately this is going to be right across County Wicklow, so therefore it will have an effect 

on the beaches, the public open spaces, which Wicklow County Council are responsible for 

many, many public open spaces and if it's brought in in its current wording, I feel that I couldn't 

support it.  But I would like to support the uplands. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, great, thanks, Derek I know you are about to go - are you on this 

now or...  

Cllr MITCHELL:  They certainly seem to have a significant problem and a growing problem and 
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I have tremendous sympathy with them.  I think it's dreadful.  While it's not an excuse, I think 

we just don't seem able to control anything with dogs in this country.  Very few of them are 

licensed, it's illegal to have an unlicensed dog.  The dog dirt around the place is everywhere.  

And we don't seem to be able to fine people who do it.  I don't know why we can't do it.  And so 

we have a serious national issue about not being able to control dogs and fine people who allow 

them do the wrong thing.  But I would also not like to see a compulsory leads in all public open 

spaces, certainly in some places people take their dogs for a walk off the lead and maybe wooded 

areas or something and it's quite reasonable to do so.  So I don't think that's the right instrument. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Fox. 

Cllr FOX:  Thanks Chairman, I am conscious you want to move on.  Unfortunately a lot of sheep 

kills are not happening when the owners of the dog are walking with them as well.  A lot of them 

are coming from urban areas unassisted. 

 

But just do we have an outdoor recreation strategy?  A couple of years ago I think this Council 

put together an outdoor recreation strategy.  And in it, it included measures for example where 

there was signs telling people not to leave valuables in cars, and surely we can in high amenity 

areas, in close proximity to sheep, we can consider signage urging people to take effective 

control of their dogs.  Because the problem here is this has an impact where we are trying to 

develop walkways and we are finding resistance and reluctance from landowners.  And it's 

because of this.  It's because issues like no control of dogs, and that is what is worrying 

landowners and then there is opposition to creating further recreational walks and so on.  So it is 

- it's not just an issue about sheep.  It has knock-on effects and I know Cllr Matthews and myself 

were trying to develop a walk newspaper the Sugar Loaf and it's one of the first things that came 

up with some of the landowners.  So it is important, but I would say the outdoor recreational 

strategy is the tool. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, Cllr Walsh finally. 

Cllr WALSH:  My understanding is the situation as described by Cllr Ruttle is covered by 

legislation under control of dogs act.  And that landowners and - are liable for allowing their 

dogs to be not under effective control.  Maybe it's a matter we could bring up at the next joint 

policing… 

Cllr DORAN:  We are not talking about landowner's dogs.  We are talking about the public's 

dogs that are let loose and come on to our land. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  The suspension of standing orders, Derek you wanted to raise. 

Cllr MITCHELL:  I wanted to raise this as a suspension of standing orders.  Wicklow supplies 
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80 or 90% of water for Dublin.  There is a public consultation thing going on at the moment with 

Irish Water which ends on 3rd February and I think it's important that this Council makes a 

submission to - officially makes a submission, I as Chairman of the roads and environment 

committee will be making a submission myself; but in that, this is - seemingly not about 

Wicklow, this is about taking the Shannon water and supplying Dublin with water in the future.  

But there is in that a section where a community gain, where they suggest that the community 

should gain from the provision of water from the Shannon area to this area or the Dublin area. 

 

Now we for 150 years have been providing this water to Dublin and we should make a 

submission demanding that we get community gain for this water.  Now if we look at it, going 

back 150 years from the foundation of the Vartry reservoir, there was a community gain for 

County Wicklow in this, in that Bray and Greystones got free water from the people who set this 

up.  And that went on for a good 100 years.  About 2009, it changed when councils were 

required by Government legislation to pay for water.  We had to pay Dublin for our water, 

paying about 900,000 a year for Bray and Greystones and maybe some other water.  And that 

lasted until 2014 when the Local Government fund was abolished and replaced by - for the 

Council in 2015 by the Local Property Tax.   

 

So it now seems that we are not getting any community gain for the water which we are 

supplying to Dublin and I think we should lobby quite strongly and in particular get in with the 

consultation process for the Shannon water scheme where Irish Water publicly acknowledges 

that a benefit would be needed.  If it was applied - the very outline suggested amount there is one 

cent per cubic metre of water supplied.  If that was applied to Wicklow, we would get about 1.8 

million extra.  I suppose it's not realistic to think we would get as much as that, but I think we 

should make a very strong point to try and get this and lobby the Minister for environment and 

find out - I am asking the Council officials also to provide the facts about how much our Local 

Government grant was increased in 2009 or '10 and what's happened that now that the Local 

Government grant seems to have been abolished. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Behan. 

Cllr BEHAN:  Well Cathaoirleach, I want to compliment Cllr Mitchell on his perception there of 

noticing that this particular aspect has been included in this Shannon idea of the but Cllr Mitchell 

made a statement there that for a long time Bray and Greystones were getting the water free from 

Dublin Corporation.  But in fact Irish Water are now getting the water free for Dublin from 

Wicklow.  I know they're processing it but they're actually getting it free as well.  And I don't 
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disagree with the thrust of Cllr Mitchell's argument.  I just wonder can we extend it and broaden 

it into an even greater claim for compensation for the fact that this county is providing the 

natural resource which is then obviously manufactured into drinking water, potable water but in 

fact the resource is coming, as it from the Shannon, it's coming from Wicklow.  So I think - I 

congratulate Cllr Mitchell on spotting this.  I think we could maybe expand it a little bit and 

could we make an even greater claim than he might already have in mind. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Ruttle. 

Cllr RUTTLE:  I want to compliment Cllr Mitchell again on his forensic work on this.  It's a pity 

Cllr Cullen was gone.  It was his Mastermind subject for years!  But yeah, I agree with you, 

certainly it's a huge opportunity, it's an opportunity because if that goes for the Shannon, it must 

go for Blessington and Vartry as well, two huge suppliers of water.  And if could be, as Cllr 

Behan said, even extended.  There are other issues besides the water, certainly in my area, it's a 

huge impact on the community since 1940 when it happened, there are other issues of isolation, 

planning difficulties, of roads, land that was taken for forestry value and when people appealed 

it, they got less and my own family lost a good farm under that lake.  So I have personal 

knowledge of what happened there.  But certainly it should be pursued because if the Shannon 

people, although I think it's quite ironic that when the proposal to take water from the Shannon 

came up, there was huge protests meeting and very aggressive and when we look at what's 

happened in the last few weeks, it's amazing that the amount of water would have been taken at 

that point in time was miniscule in relation to the deluge now.  But certainly this is an 

opportunity, if that is on the table, albeit put in because of a sweetener to try and make it more 

palatable to those in the Shannon basin they want to take water off, they might have a different 

attitude now at this point in time, but certainly from the point of view of what happened in 

Vartry in 1884 and 1940 or so, at Blessington, there is an element there of - maybe you are not 

talking - we are not talking here about buying water per gallon.  We are talking about a rate of a 

compensatory amount.  I don't think you will get to sell it per gallon, but if we can do and 

extrapolate that Shannon proposal in that scheme on to ourselves, it would have my total support 

because of the fact that virtually all the Dublin water, except some of the North Dublin water 

comes from us. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Vance. 

Cllr VANCE:  Chairman, what Cllr Mitchell is saying is correct.  Irish Water attended the last 

meeting of the Midlands East regional authority and they did indicate I think as a sop to all the 

members, there was 12 counties that are represented in that in regard to this type of scheme that 

they were talking about, bringing up from the Shannon.  Now it's probably slightly different 
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because they're taking it from the Shannon, further down the Shannon.  After Ardnacrusha I 

think rather than before it, which they were doing before, but they did indicate that there was 

going to be, or there could be community gain and I would suspect that was done for to bring all 

the local authorities on board.  And effectively at that meeting, I can tell you now there was full 

support.  Generally full support for this particular project, because it's going to be servicing all 

the counties on the way up as well.  And it's a totally different scheme than what they were 

talking about building a huge big reservoir in Offaly as well.  That's not going to happen with the 

new scheme, they say that it's going to be delivered directly cleaned, filtrated just nearly on site.  

And delivered more or less all along the way up.  First of all I agree that we should write and 

demand that we be included in this community gain for a start.  But it would be no harm I don't 

think that if we could invite a member or members from Irish Water, they did attend the regional 

authority meeting in this regard, to a Council meeting in this regard as well.  But the 

consultation...  

CATHAOIRLEACH:  So we are all in favour of Cllr Mitchell's proposal. 

Cllr VANCE:  Absolutely. 

Cllr RUTTLE:  Did you actually read the document?  

Cllr MITCHELL:  I did, it's quite big. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Casey, the issue of the car park, on the N11. 

Cllr CASEY:  This is in relation to what happened this morning on the N11.  There was two 

serious road accidents on the N11 -- one was at Coyne's Cross, which was a five car pile-up; and 

the other was near Ashford where a car was overturned. I believe the weather conditions did play 

a part in that.  I also believe that if this was under our watch, we would be getting slated for it at 

the moment, but this is now completely privatised.  It's my understanding the road was gritted 

last night at eight o'clock.  And was not regritted again until 7.30 this morning.  In the meantime 

there was either a rain shower or a thaw, which froze again on it.  If that had happened on our 

watch, there would be war about it.  Now we are dealing with a private firm and a private 

contractor.  Does anybody know exactly what did happen or what was the case in relation to the 

N11 this morning?  

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr O'Neill. 

Cllr O'NEILL:  Just on the - are we finished with the Notice of Motions?  I got the ball rolling 

here today, and I have been trying it for a while and I have a motion -- I have a motion number 

nine there, and I am going to lose me seat very quickly if I don't get it on the agenda. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Sean. 

DIRECTOR QUIRKE:  Thanks Chairman.  Yeah, as you said Cllr Casey, we haven't been 
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involved in maintenance for winter or otherwise on the N11 since 2013.  There were incidents 

there this morning.  We have been in touch with GSJ, who are the maintenance contractor for it 

who advised us they gritted at 8pm last night and they gritted again this morning at 7.30 I think.  

This was probably following the incident that it happened.  The forecast for last night was for 

low temperatures between plus two and minus three.  So you have got to make a call on that as 

to when you go out.  They made a call they'd go out last night at 8pm.  We actually made a call 

we would go out at 3am.  Now we got it more right than they did.  The lowest temperatures 

forecast were plus 2 to minus 3.  And were forecast to be coldest inland in the south and the east.  

So what actually happened seems to have been something different or slightly different from that 

in relation to the N11.  I am not sure what all the factors were, that I am sure temperature was a 

factor, I think driving habits or driving was also a factor in it, I think the speeds might have been 

excessive this morning where people should have been taking care.  But as I say, we have raised 

the issue with GSJ and passed on - we actually did get some complaints as well because people 

still do think that we do the N11 but we don't and we have advised them that we don't and we 

have passed on the complaints to GSJ and the NRA or TII. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Fitzgerald. 

Cllr FITZGERALD:  Just to make the point that we are coming into a period, if the weather 

forecast is right of sustained frost and ice and whatever else, and I find it probably incredible that 

if you put out - you go out at 8 o'clock at night, it was raining in Arklow if I remember last night 

at 8 o'clock, I don't know what it was like on the N11 and then go back at 8 o'clock in the 

morning, I would imagine like the County Council used to do it, they were out there before the 

traffic moved and listening to the people on the radio this morning, there were a lot of aggrieved 

motorists this morning.  One woman described it quite rightly she says I am here an hour and ten 

minutes in the one spot and people vent their fury wrongly at the County Council because it's the 

responsibility of the NRA now and the contractor.  And that wasn't quite - I mean the weather 

change - was very changeable yesterday and last night and overnight but I mean I contrast that to 

what our Local Authority staff did, in the Arklow area they were out there dealing with the 

matter and other - but I mean I think really they'd want to get it, because as I say we are facing 

into a difficult period, as I say the weather forecast is not great for the next few days, and they 

certainly want to get it right tonight because the tailbacks this morning people trying to get to 

work, now I do take the view that some people go out there and drive at excessive speeds and 

they think because there is a 120 kilometre speed limit on that road, they do it.  I noticed when I 

was coming up here earlier on this morning a lot of people were driving slower having listened 

to the radio and people coming in ringing the radio.  So look it, it needs to be looked at.  I know 
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it's not Wicklow County Council's responsibility but you have an input into it and it needs to be 

looked at to get it right, because if they don't get it right, there will be a lot of fatalities on the 

road. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Casey.   

Cllr Casey:  Just a point of clarification, I was lead to believe these roads, I am not talking about 

local and regional roads, motorways, were fitted with sensors that relayed the temperature of the 

road back to base.  If that's the case, why wasn't the alarm raised? 

DIRECTOR QUIRKE:  Yeah, there are sensors in various parts of the road, but like the forecast 

had issued last night was for rain showers to be confined in Atlantic coastal areas, that probably 

didn't happen.  It happened here as well.  And the temperature that was forecast, the lowest 

temperature was for 7am this morning.  So if you - look I can't, I can't justify what GSJ did one 

way or the other but it seems to me they made their decision on the basis of the forecast they had 

and went out at 8 o'clock last night. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr Winters. 

Cllr WINTERS:  Thanks Cathaoirleach, just to ask the Director where do we express our 

displeasure with the decision that was made?  I mean who do we contact in the NRA or who do 

we contact in the private company to say look you made a wrong call last night and we would 

like to know how you made your decision and what it's based on and why are we listening to all 

these very angry people and looking at a five car pile-up at one stage?  So who do we go to. 

DIRECTOR QUIRKE:  We have already passed on to TII and to GSJ, we have done that 

already. 

Cllr WINTERS:  That's you, but how do we as public reps do it? 

DIRECTOR QUIRKE:  Well it's TII and GSJ. 

Cllr WINTERS:  Just send them an email? 

DIRECTOR QUIRKE:  Yeah. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I don't think it's a bad idea that we include something in our countywide 

to let people know it isn't our responsibility, because we get the bad PR when it goes wrong.  We 

have about a minute and a half to go, I am happy to take another Notice of Motion Gerry. 

Cllr CASEY:  Quick Gerry. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Item number four. 

Cllr BRADY:  Cathaoirleach, can I propose that we take item number nine there, motion number 

nine, Cllr O'Neill was anxious to ... 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Are all members happy that we go to number nine? 

Cllr WINTERS:  Yeah. 



 Wicklow County Council Meeting – 11 January 2016 56 

Premier Captioning & Realtime Ltd. 
www.pcr.ie 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

Cllr DORAN:  The only thing that I can see wrong with that, there is two at least Councillors 

from the West not here. 

Cllr VANCE:  That's their problem. 

Cllr WINTERS:  That's their problem. 

Cllr VANCE:  To be fair now, it's not their problem when we decided… 

Cllr BRADY:  It is, it's before 5 o'clock. 

Cllr VANCE:  Cllr Brady, when we decided the suspension of standing orders was on at 4.30 to 

five o'clock.  So people might have gone home feeling that this, if they wanted to discuss it, you 

know what I mean, I am just saying, that it wasn't coming back, the Notices of Motion were 

finished at 4.30.  All I am saying to be fair to people. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I know, it is a reasonable point. 

Cllr O'NEILL:  To be fair to West Wicklow, I mean there has been important stuff here today 

discussions, but 99% of them were to do with East Wicklow, and I feel a bit frustrated that we - 

it's a very important motion there, it's about land that the Cathaoirleach himself visited there 

some time ago.  It's important that we get some agreement on the area, the six acres, there is a 32 

acre site there which was bought by Wicklow County Council 13 years ago, it's lying there at the 

moment.  There is over 500 kids playing soccer in the town.  At the moment they have a pitch 

out a mile and a half outside the town which is a dangerous stretch of road.  There has been two 

fatalities there over the years and all they're looking there is for an 18 year lease that they can 

avail of any grants that's around.  It's also important that what I would be proposing there would 

be that it's just a six acre site there of the 32 acres.  Also part of that area was known for light 

industry.  There is already land in the area, and it hasn't been taken up on by anyone for sale.  So 

there is no real need there at the moment for light industry.  There is plenty of need for housing 

and I - the plan that I am talking about which I have discussed with (INAUDIBLE) there would 

be more area for housing the area and also to do the extension of the graveyard.  And, so, I 

would be very anxious that we would agree that that 500 acres, or rather six acres would be 

given to Blessington AFC on at least an 18 year lease. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay, the response here is actually a very long and detailed response, so 

if it's okay, we will circulate it to everybody so that that covers the Councillors that aren't here 

and we can discuss it the next day because it's obviously to do with the Blessington town plan. 

Cllr O'NEILL:  And it will be on this agenda next week?  

Cllr RUTTLE:  That's the 1st of February.   

Cllr BRADY:  Get a push on it so it's an agenda discussion item. 

Cllr VANCE:  Why can't it go on the Blessington Municipal -- why can't they sort it out there 
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and make a recommendation then to the Council here. 

Cllr O'NEILL:  I brought it up several times and I was advised to bring it here.  I was informed 

today we the County Council, we tried to build another 16 houses (INAUDIBLE) Irish Water 

have put a stop to that recently, they're not going to...  

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Cllr O'Neill, I'll put it on the agenda for next month, is that okay?  

Cllr RUTTLE:  In fairness Cathaoirleach, could we guarantee that it happens on the 1st of 

February?  

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I'll put it on that agenda and I'll guarantee it happens. 

Cllr RUTTLE:  It can't be Barracuda-ed out like we were the last time. 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Protocol is on now followed by the launch at 5.15.  Thank you members. 

 

Meeting concluded at 5pm   12 

13  
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